
509 Dundas Street East 
Toronto, Ontario, M5A 3V3 
Canada
Web: www.stbartstoronto.ca

St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church, Regent Park
The Ancient Faith for the Contemporary World

Fr. Walter Hannam, Vicar
Rectory: 647-479-7408
Mobile: 647-208-1645

Email: fatherhannam@gmail.com

Tuesday, 5 July, 2016

Partners International 
8500 Torbram Road #56 
Brampton, ON 
L6T 5C6

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of Drew Badgley’s discernment with your organization regarding work with Christian 
organizations in Lebanon.

Drew has been a communicant member of my parish, St Bartholomew’s Anglican Church, Regent Park, for 
just over a year. Since arriving, he has not only started a new parish ministry of weekly prayer walks, but 
has also served as an altar server, greeter, and Morning Prayer officiant. Drew is a committed Christian 
seeking to live out the fulness of his life in Christ through worship, prayer, and works of humble service to 
his neighbour. God willing, I will present him for Confirmation by the Archbishop of Toronto on our feast of 
title on August 24.

Drew has lived in Regent Park for the past eight years, during which time he has become a voice of clarity 
and good will in what is at times a very fractured community. Moreover, he has become a stable presence 
in the lives of several families in the Park that otherwise know very little stability. He has mentored a gener-
ation of young people through his work with the Salvation Army and the local Boys and Girls Club. He is well 
respected by people throughout the community and across a broad spectrum.

Drew has spoken to me about his discernment of a call to work with Christians in Lebanon and of his desire 
to continue a connexion with St Bartholomew’s while he is abroad. The precise lineaments of this are not 
yet clear, but it would involve, at the very least, reporting to me quarterly during the Church’s Ember Sea-
sons. He has also indicated his wish to consult me for spiritual direction as well as direction in his continued 
theological formation.

During his time in Lebanon, Drew plans to worship, whenever he is able, at All Saints Anglican Church, 
Beirut, so that he might receive communion and make use of the ministry of the priests there should he 
be in need of receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession and absolution). He will very likely also 
attend the Holy Eucharist at Roman Catholic and Antiochian Orthodox churches as a non-communicant 
when he is away from Beirut.

I believe Drew Badgley to be a prayerful, sincere, and holy young man, who will be an asset to any orga-
nization with which he is associated. I recommend him to you to work in the programme for which he is 
applying.

Under the Mercy, 
 

Walter A Hannam (The Rev’d) 
Vicar

December 2021

Dear parishioners and friends of S. Bart’s, 

A few short weeks ago we might have dared to hope that the world was moving out of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and towards some semblance of the life we knew before March of 2020. The rise of the new Omicron variant, 
however, has reminded us that the pandemic is not yet over, but moving into a new phase. We don’t know yet, 
of course, how long the present phase will last, whether this new strain of COVID virus is more or less virulent 
than the previous ones (although it seems clear at least that it is more transmissible): many questions and much 
uncertainty remain.

Of course, the Pandemic has only clarified for us what we have known, or ought to have known, all along: that 
“here we have no continuing city” (Hebrews 13:14), that here we have no real certainty, nothing that can ulti-
mately satisfy us. Yet it is precisely into the midst of this uncertainty that God the Son came living a human life: 
Isn’t it precisely to teach us this lesson that He willed to be born into the confusion of the taxation of Bethlehem, 
of a Virgin Mother who could find not room at an in, so brought Him for in a stable and laid Him to sleep in the 
feeding trough of the beasts?

Just so, on this Holy Night Our Saviour consents to come to us in the midst of this confusion, in the midst of 
this pandemic, to live His divine Life in and through us. Jesus the Christ consents to be as it were circumscribed 
once more by a material garb; He enters time and space to give his Life to creatures of time and space. In that 
sacramental action He gathers up all our confusion, all our uncertainty, and renders it meaningful; He shows us 
that there is nothing that we undergo — nothing that we suffer (in the fullest sense of that word) — that is not 
ordered to our ultimate happiness. This is the true Gift of Christmas: Come, let us adore!

There will be four celebrations of Holy Mass on Christmas this year, all of which are open for in-person atten-
dance: 6:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. tonight; 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. tomorrow. The 11 p.m. and 11 a.m. celebrations will 
also be live-streamed on our YouTube channel. There will also be in-person celebrations every day within the 
Christmas Octave at 11 a.m. If you wish to attend at 6:30 p.m., 11 p.m., or 11 a.m. on Christmas, please sign up 
using the Parish’s Eventbrite page, which can be accessed via our website. Neither the 8 a.m. Mass on Christmas 
Day or the Masses within the Octave require pre-registration. It should be possible for all of our regular commu-
nicants to make their Christmas Communions either on Christmas Day, within the Octave, or, at the latest, by the 
Eve of the Epiphany (5 January), if they wish to do so. If you wish to receive your Christmas communion outside 
of Mass, either in the Church or at your home, please contact me to arrange that.

As we approach the end of our fiscal year, I wish you all to be aware that, as of 21 December, we have a shortfall 
in budgeted donations of $15,721, which we must try to make up between now and the end of the year. If you 
have fallen behind in your intended givings, please consider trying to make up that difference in your Christmas 
offering. If you have already given what you intended, please prayerfully consider an extra one-time gift to get 
us to our budgeted goal of $125,000 by the end of December. To ensure that we receive any donations before 
Saturday, 31 December, please send them by e-transfer, or mail any cheques or money orders early in Christmas 
week, or hand deliver them to the Vicarage.

May the peace of the Christ Child and the joy of his Blessed Mother be yours throughout this season and the 
coming year.

Your affectionate friend and Pastor, 

The Rev’d Walter Hannam
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