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ST BARTHOLOMEW’S IS A MINISTRY IN COLLABORATION WITH ST JAMES CATHEDRAL 





BEFORE VESPERS BEGINS 

 

Before beginning the Office (the Church’s official Morning or Evening Prayer) it is useful both to try to bring ourselves into 
a state of recollected silence and to form our particular intention (the particular person or cause that is uppermost in our 

hearts) for which we wish to offer our prayer and worship.  The first of the following prayers, which may be said privately, 
asks God to draw us into such recollected silence; in it we ask God to silence our faculties and to help us to focus them 

entirely upon the task at hand – to praise and worship him and to hear his Word to us in the words of the Office.  The 
second prayer helps us form the general intention with which we should say all our prayers – that is, for the intentions of 

our Lord himself.   
 

Open my mouth, O Lord, to bless thy holy Name: cleanse my heart from all vain, evil, and 

wandering thoughts; enlighten my understanding and kindle my affections, that I may 
fittingly recite this Office with attention and devotion, and so may be meet to be heard before 

the presence of thy divine Majesty.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
O Lord, in union with that divine intention wherewith thou thyself didst offer thy praises to 

God while upon the earth, I now recite this Office to thee. 
 

PLEASE OBSERVE A REVERENT SILENCE BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS,  
AND ENSURE THAT CELL PHONES ARE TURNED OFF DURING THE OFFICE. 

Order of Service 

PLEASE REMAIN KNEELING OR SEATED AS THE OFFICIANT ENTERS.  

PLEASE STAND WHEN THE OFFICIANT DOES SO.   
 

SOLEMN VESPERS 

Preces and Responses  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

The Psalmody 
 Psalm 119, part 21 – Principes persecuti sunt. 
 

 

Cantor  PRIN-CES have persecuted me withˆout a cause; / (PLEASE BE SEATED) but my heart  

   standeth in awe of thy word. 

All   I am as glad of  thy word, / as one that find-eth great spoil. 

 

Cantor  As for lies, I hate andˆab-hor them; / but thy law do I love. 

All   Seven times a day do I praise thee, / because of  thy righ-teous judge-ments. 

 

Cantor  Great is the peace that they have whoˆlove thy law; / and nothing shall lead them  

   a-stray. 

All   LORD, I have looked for thyˆsa-ving health, / and done after thy com-mand-ments. 

 

Cantor  My soul hath kept thy tes-ti-mo-nies, / and loved them ex-ceed-ingˆly. 

All   I have kept thy precepts and tes-ti-mo-nies; / for all my ways are be-fore thee. 
 
Cantor  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Ho-lyˆGhost; 

All   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ev-er shall be, / world without end. A-men. 
 

 Psalm 119, part 22 – Appropinquet deprecatio. 
 

 

Cantor  Let my cry come be-fore thee, O LORD: / give me understanding, according to thy  

   word. 

All   Let my supplication come be-fore thee: / deliver me, according to thy word. 

 

Cantor  My lips shall speak of  thy praise, / because thou teachest me thy sta-tutes. 

All   Yea, my tongue shall sing of  thy word; / for all thy commandments are righ-teous. 

 



Cantor  Let thy hand help me; / for I have chosen thy pre-cepts. 

All   I have longed for thy sav-ingˆhealth, O LORD; / and in thy law is my de-light. 

 

Cantor  O let my soul live, and it shall praise thee; / and let thy judge-ments help me. 

All   I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost; / (PLEASE STAND) O seek thy servant,  

   for I do not forget thy com-mand-ments. 
 

Cantor  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Ho-lyˆGhost; 

All   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ev-er shall be, / world without end. A-men. 
 

The First Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

Lector  The First Lesson is written in the Second Book of Moses called Exodus, in the  

  second chapter, beginning at the eleventh verse.   
 

And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his 

brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of 

his brethren.  And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, 
he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.  And when he went out the second day, 

behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that did the wrong, 

Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow?  And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge over 
us? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, 

Surely this thing is known. 

Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the 
face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well.  Now the priest 

of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to 

water their father's flock.  And the shepherds came and drove them away: but Moses stood 
up and helped them, and watered their flock.  And when they came to Reuel their father, he 

said, How is it that ye are come so soon to day?  And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out 

of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew water enough for us, and watered the flock.  And 
he said unto his daughters, And where is he? why is it that ye have left the man? call him, 

that he may eat bread.  And Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses 

Zipporah his daughter.  And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom: for he 
said, I have been a stranger in a strange land. 

 

Lector    Here endeth the First Lesson. 
 

A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON 
 



Office Hymn PLEASE STAND 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

V. God shall give his Angels charge over thee. 

R. To keep thee in all thy ways. 
 

Magnificat  
 

Antiphon (Cantor) Tell the vision. 

 
Cantor  MY SÖUL doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my  

   Sä-viöur. 

All   FOR HË hath re-gard-ed / the lowliness of  his hand-mäid-ën. 

 



 
Cantor  FOR BË-hold, from hence-forth / all generations shall call me blëss-ëd. 

All   FOR HË that is mighty hath magni-fied me; / and ho-ly ïs hisˆNäme. 

 

Cantor  AND HÏS mercy is on them that fear him / throughout all ge-ne-rä-tiöns. 

All   HE HÄTH showed strength with his arm; / he hath scattered the proud in the  

   imagi-na-tion öf  theirˆheärts. 
 

Cantor  HE HÄTH put down the mighty from their seat, / and hath exalted the hum-ble  

   änd mëek. 

All   HE HÄTH filled the hungry with good things; / and the rich he hath sent emp-ty  

   ä-wäy. 
 

Cantor  HE RË-membering his mer-cy / hath holpen his ser-vant Ïs-raˆël; 

All   AS HË promised to our fore-fa-thers, / Abraham and his seed for ëv-ër. 

 

Cantor  GLO-RŸ be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Hö-lyˆGhöst; 

All   AS ÏT was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out end. Ä-mën. 

 

Antiphon (Cantor) Tell the vision which ye have seen to no man, until the Son of  Man be risen 

again from the dead. 
 

The Second Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED    
 

Lector  The Second Lesson is written in the Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the  

  Colossians, in the first chapter, beginning at the twenty-first verse. 
 

And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now 

hath he reconciled In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and 

unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: if ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was 

preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; who 

now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of 
Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church: whereof I am made a minister, 

according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 

even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made 
manifest to his saints: to whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: whom we preach, 

warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus: whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which 

worketh in me mightily. 



For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, 

and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; that their hearts might be comforted, 
being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the 

acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid 

all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. And this I say, lest any man should beguile you 
with enticing words. For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, 

joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. As ye have 

therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: rooted and built up in him, and 
stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.  
 

Lector    Here endeth the Second Lesson. 
 

A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON 
 

Nunc Dimittis 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) When thou seest the naked. 

 

Cantor  LORD, NÖW lettest thou thy servant de-part in peace, / ac-cord-ing tö thÿ wörd. 

All   For mine eyes have seen / (-) thy säl-vä-tïon,  
 

Cantor  Which thou hast pre-pared / before the face of äll pëo-plë; 

All   TO BË a light to light-en the Gen-tiles, / and to be the glory of  thy peo-ple Ïs-rä-ël. 

 

Cantor  GLO-RŸ be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Hö-lÿ Ghöst; 

All   AS ÏT was in the beginning, is now, and ev-er shall be, / world with-out ënd.  

   Ä-mën. 

 

Antiphon (Cantor) When thou seest the naked, cover thou him: and hide not thyself  from thine 

own flesh: then shall thy light break forth as the morning: and the glory of  the Lord shall be 
thy rereward. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

    Officiant  I believe in God 

    All  the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

  Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 

  The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 
  And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 



  From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; 
  The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; 

 
 

Suffrages 
 

 
PLEASE KNEEL 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 V.  O Lord, show thy mercy up-on us; 

 R.  And grant us thy salva-tion. 

 V.  O Lord, save the Queen; 

 R.  And mercifully hear us when we call up-on thee. 

 V.  Endue thy ministers with righ-teousˆness; 

 R.  And make thy chosen people joy-ful. 

 V.  O Lord, save thy peo-ple; 

 R.  And bless thine inhe-riˆtance. 

 V.  Give peace in our time, O Lord; 

 R.  And evermore mightily defend us. 

 V.  O God, make clean our hearts with-in us; 

 R.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

The Collects 
 

Officiant    ALMIGHTY God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help  

        ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that  

        we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and  

        from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ  
        our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

        world without end. 
 

People        Amen. 
 

Officiant    ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and  

        dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent: Create and make in us new and  

        contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our  
        wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and  

        forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee  

        and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
 

People        Amen. 
 

Officiant    O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do  

        proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our  

        hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being  

        defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness;  
        through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

People        Amen. 
 



Officiant    Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend  

        us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our  

        Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

People        Amen.   
 

 
 

 
 

Officiant    May the souls + of the faithful through the mercy of God rest in peace.   

People        Amen. 
 

THEN SHALL ALL SAY SILENTLY THE FINAL LORD’S PRAYER, AFTER WHICH THE OFFICIANT SHALL SAY: 
 

Officiant    The Lord + give us his peace.   

People        And life everlasting. Amen. 
 
AND IMMEDIATELY THE FINAL ANTIPHON IS SAID. 

 



Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary PLEASE STAND   

The Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a short commemoration of the particular mystery 

contemplated in each season of the Church’s year, in this case, Our Lady’s place in the economy (divine 
Plan) of Salvation.  She is ‘the dawn, the door of morning, whence the world’s true Light (the eternal 

Word and Wisdom of God) is risen’ and ‘beautiful beyond all other’ because of her conception—both in 
her womb, bodily, and her soul, spiritually—of that same Word.  She is the supreme Contemplator of 

the eternal divine Word, her Son, and our highest example in the contemplative life.   

Please silently contemplate the words of the Antiphon as it is sung by the Cantor, joining in the response 

to the versicle before the final Collect.   

 

Cantor   

Queen of the heavens, we hail thee, 

Hail thee, Lady of all the Angels;  

Thou the dawn, the door of morning  

Whence the world’s true Light is risen:  

Joy to thee, O Virgin glorious,  

Beautiful beyond all other;  

Hail, and farewell, O most gracious,  

Intercede for us always to Jesus. 

 

Officiant   Vouchsafe that I may praise thee, O holy Vir-gin.   
 

All        Give me strength against thine e-neˆmies.   
 

Officiant   Let us pray.   
 

Officiant   Grant us, O merciful God, protection in our weakness: that we who celebrate the  

       memory of the holy Mother of God may, through the aid of her intercession, rise  

      again from our sins.  Through the same Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 

Officitant  May the divine + assistance remain with us always.   
 

People      And with our absent brothers and sisters.  Amen. 
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