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THE BISHOP’S 
LETTER TO VESTRIES, 2021 

 
To our Clergy, Churchwardens and Parishioners 

 

Beloved in Christ, peace and grace be with you. 

 

Grow! You may remember that in my letter to you last year, I invited 

each community to embrace the essence of our diocesan strategic plan, 

Growing in Christ. The invitation was simple…grow! Well, none of us 

could have imagined the scope with which we would have to adjust, 

change, turn, accommodate, and innovate in 2020. Almost every aspect 

of how we do Church would need to be transformed: from worship to 

administration, from pastoral care to sacramental ministry, from finance to stewarding buildings and 

property. On Sunday, March 15th we closed the doors of our buildings and we were jettisoned into 

another way of gathering and being the Church. 

 

Parishes small and large, rural and urban turned to online worship, telephone ministry, driveway 

conversations, pre-recording and livestreaming. We thought we would be back in our buildings by 

Easter. My, how we were wrong about that. Maybe by Pentecost things would be normal again, we 

thought. Summer turned into fall. A partial opening under strict guidelines would give way to a 

second wave that would carry us through Advent and Christmas, Epiphany and now into Lent. 

Through it all we have learned to live outside our comfort zone and grow. Like being tossed into the 

deep end of the pool we are learning to swim. 

 

The Jubilee offered by the Diocese in 2020 helped to shore up a faltering financial confidence. Many 

parishes report that online worship and programming is reaching a wider audience. Some parishes 

tell us that financial support and donations are holding steady. Clergy tell me that there is a growing 

trust, cooperation, and companionship with colleagues. Many parishes speak of collaborating with 

neighbouring communities. We have also been wrestling with how to serve those who are falling 

through the cracks of our social structures and safety nets, particularly those who live in precarious 

housing, grapple with food insecurity, mental health issues and domestic violence. 

 

The murder of George Floyd on May 25, 2020 thrust us into the depths of confronting anti- black and 

systemic racism. Each year at vestry we ask you to consider supporting a social justice initiative. In 

2021, we invite you to support the motion on Committing Ourselves to Anti-Racism. The initiatives that 

are outlined give all of us the opportunity to be agents of dismantling racism in all of its forms. We 
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are called to change. Throughout this time of pandemic, we are doing more than just treading water… 

we are growing. I believe we are growing in trust of one another, and deeper still, in trust that God 

has this whole situation in hand. And trust calls us to be faithful and to be prepared. 

 

As you gather for your vestry meeting, likely online, I want to say two things. The first is to express 

my profound gratitude for your faithfulness, hard work, creativity, and innovative ways thus far in 

this pandemic. I am thankful for the tireless leadership of our clergy; bishops, priests, and deacons. I 

am moved beyond words by the ministry of our lay leaders who move mountains to keep the church 

moving. Thank you. 

 

The second thing is, be prepared. We hear this summons often in scripture. In the wilderness, prepare 

the way of the Lord, cries the prophet. I go to prepare a place for you, Jesus says to his disciples. 

Preach the word, be ready in season and out of season, writes Paul to Timothy. As circumstances begin 

to change, as the vaccine begins to take a hold for the better, I hope that you will take as much time 

planning for a return as you did when our doors closed in March of last year. Coming back will take a 

special kind of care and effort. It will take time to allay fears, it will take energy to coax the 

community to move forward in new ways. It will take a vision steeped in the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 

lift the eyes and hearts of a weary people. 

 

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as 

we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 

(Galatians 6.9-10) 

 

Yours in Christ, 

  
The Rt. Rev’d. Andrew J. Asbil 

Bishop of Toronto 
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THE VICAR’S REPORT 

 

Who would have suspected when we met for Vestry last year that 

within two short weeks public worship would have been suspended 

across the Diocese — indeed across most of the world — and that our 

parish church would have been closed to the public for all but the 

essential services we offer through our food ministries? The year had 

begun with such promise: thirty of us had just met for our Lenten 

Quiet Day with Father Thorne, and our new adult education class 

on St Augustine’s Confessions had just begun to meet in a home in 

the West End. 

 

Then came the lockdown, with the loss of so much of our familiar 

routines. Separation, disconnection, loneliness, which are daily experiences for many people every 

day, became a universal experience. 

 

Remarkably, however, while the life of our parish underwent immediate and drastic change, it has 

not in any way stopped — or even slowed down! All of our food ministries — the Food Bank, 

Thursday Breakfast, 252 Sackville Breakfast Club, and Saturday Drop-In — remained open 

throughout the first lockdown (albeit with many adaptations to implement the ever-shifting public 

health protocols of the past year). In September, the Drop-In closed when one of our two coordinators 

moved back to PEI to finish her degree, but all our other ministries have continued. 

 

We have continued a very full liturgical life throughout the pandemic, exclusively online from March 

through September, and with a mix of online and in-person worship since mid-September. 

 

We are fortunate to have several tech-savvy young adults at St Bart’s, who leapt into action as soon 

as the Diocese announced the cessation of public worship. As a result, we have had at least one online 

service streamed from our parish church every Sunday throughout the pandemic. Our Officiants’ 

Guild has also made sure that the Offices of Morning and Evening Prayer have continued throughout 

this time: between three and four mornings each week Morning Prayer has been said in the church, 

and live-streamed on YouTube; on those evenings two officiants have said Evening Prayer from their 

homes on the Zoom platform, and those Offices have also been live-streamed on our YouTube channel. 

 

Throughout this time, our Music Director, Katherine Hill, our organist, Sebastian Moreno, and 

several members of our volunteer choir have continued to perform high-quality repertoire, despite the 

shifting sands of recording protocols. This has allowed us to have pre-recorded hymns, motets, and 
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psalmody for our online worship throughout the shutdown, and simple Plainsong at our in-person 

Sunday worship from September through early-December. 

 

In early September, we were able to reopen for in-person worship on the first day permitted under 

diocesan guidelines. The Parish invested in high-tech sanitation equipment using eco-friendly 

sanitiser, which allows for a shorter turnaround time for cleaning between seatings. This enabled us to 

have three services every Sunday from September through the end of November, to ensure that all 

parishioners who wished could attend and receive Communion each week while still meeting all of the 

provincial and diocesan guidelines. 

 

Perhaps most remarkably, the Parish has continued to grow throughout this season. Since our 

reopening in September, ten new congregants have indicated their desire to join the Parish, and four 

have already become active in parish ministry apart from Sunday mornings. It is also significant that 

in a season when many church communities have struggled to make ends meet, St Bart’s offertory 

income appears not to have been adversely affected by the Covid-19 shutdown. Our 2020 Vestry 

budget projected a total offertory income of $120,000, which we exceeded by just over $3,000 for a 

total of $123,097. This is a remarkable achievement, perhaps especially so in a year in which we also 

raised just over $6,000 to replace our organ blower! 

 

We have much for which to be thankful this year, and I wish to record my gratitude to you all. I am 

most grateful to my bishops, Andrew and Kevin, for their unstinting support of our parish and of my 

ministry; it is a pleasure and a privilege to have received a share in the ministry of two such Fathers 

in God, whose love for the people committed to their charge is so palpable. My colleagues in ministry 

at St James Cathedral — the Very Rev’d Stephen Vail, the Rev’d Louise Peters, the Rev’d Andrew 

MacDonald, and the Rev’d James Liu — have offered wise counsel and Christian friendship, which 

has been a remarkable source of strength. The Rev’d Bob Bettson and the Rev’d Theo Ipema have 

been generous in taking Sunday and weekday Masses during my holidays and when I’ve had to take 

the occasional sick day. Kevin Forrest, our Diocesan Administrator, has continued to offer sage advice 

and clear leadership. Miles Nagamatsu has been always on hand to offer clarity about our finances 

and helpful advice, as well as keeping the ledger, overseeing the audit, and, with Marlone (Sandy) 

Dawkins, tracking our income. Thanks to Katherine Hill, Sebastian Moreno, Drew Badgley, Bob 

Buckland, Louis Harris, Christian Hegeley, Gavin Keachie, Catherine Riddell, Martha Riddell, Jared 

Tomlinson, Sydney Warner Brooman, and Kieran Wilson, for helping to ensure that our online and 

in-person worship has continued throughout this season in reverence and beauty. Finally, to our 

administrative assistants, Kerry Dickson and Lisa Scapillato: How could this operation run smoothly 

without you? It is largely due to your attention to detail and remarkable efficiency that anything 

happens at all! 
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Your affectionate friend and Pastor, 

 
The Rev’d Dr Walter Hannam 

Vicar
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ENVELOPE SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Envelope holders and pre-authorised debit (PAD) donors commit to donating to the operations of the 

church. 

 

In 2020 we gave out a total of 53 envelopes (15 of which were also linked with PAD) from which 36 

donors contributed $98,175. 

 

In 2020 our budget approved at Vestry for overall Parish donations was $120,000.  We show revenue 

as of 31 December, 2020, at $123,097.  

 

Overall there was an increase of $20,293 in donations from the 2019 fiscal year. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity, to thank all the volunteers who helped count the church 

collection on a weekly basis in 2020. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marlone Dawkins RECE 

Envelope Secretary 
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ORGANISATION REPORTS 

ALTAR GUILD 

This year has been an especially trying time for 

everyone as with the Altar Guild. We thank the 

many who made sure the Sanctuary was 

prepared for worship. We are most grateful to 

Kathy (Lewis) Baxter and Drew Bagley of the 

Altar Guild, as well as Bob Buckland, Martha 

Riddell, Jared Tomlinson, Sidney Warner 

Brooman, and Kieran Wilson of the Servers’ 

Guild for helping us out. We also thank Father 

Hannam for his direction. 

 

Our budget this year totalled $877.00. Thank 

you to the many who gave to our Altar Guild 

Fund.  

 

As in the previous years, we again thank the 

Billett kids for their help in getting the 

Christmas flowers. 

 

Thank you, everyone, for your assistance. 

 

Rose Nabert 

For the Altar Guild 

 

CHOIR DIRECTOR 

All activities described in this report have taken 

place in full compliance with Provincial, 

Municipal and Diocesan health and safety 

regulations. 

 

STATUS OF THE CHOIR DURING COVID-

19: 

Our dedicated volunteer choir has of course been 

on hiatus over the past year, since March 12th, 

2020. We meet regularly on Zoom to keep in 

touch and to maintain our ties as the S. Bart’s 

choir. In the summer of 2020, we had several 

outdoor socially-distanced singing sessions in the 

rose garden behind the church: these were an 

absolute joy after such a long exile from singing 

together. 

 

CURRENT CHOIR MEMBERS: 

Katherine Hill; Anne White (studying abroad 

2020/2021); Kathy (Lewis) Baxter; Pat Maltby; 

Jared Tomlinson; Greg White; Jesse Billett; 

David Ingalls; David Mowat. 

I offer my thanks to Pat Maltby, whose expertise 

with music editing has been a huge help to our 

music programme this year. 

 

VOCAL MUSIC PROGRAMME:  

March 2020 - August 2020 

From March until mid-September, 2020, music 

for Sunday mass was sung by Katherine Hill and 

Jared Tomlinson, with the assistance of 

occasional substitute cantors Jesse Billett and 

Robert Busiakiewicz. During this six-month 

period, Gregorian Mattins was sung before 

Sunday mass each week. From Easter Day to 

Trinity Sunday, all participants in our live-

stream Sunday masses (Katherine, Jared, Fr 

Hannam, Kieran Wilson and Drew Badgley) 

sang motets at the Offertory. This ‘Covid 

Chancel Choir’ had regular rehearsals, and 

offered a variety of motets, including ‘This joyful 
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Eastertide’ on Easter Sunday and Low Sunday. 

During Trinitytide, pairs of cantors also made 

use of compositions for two unaccompanied 

voices, particularly those of composer Orlando di 

Lasso (1609). 

 

During Holy Week, 2020 (on the evenings of 

Spy Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good 

Friday), Katherine, Jesse Billett, Fr Hannam 

and Kieran Wilson sang Tenebrae (the offices of 

Mattins and Lauds, consisting of readings, sung 

responsories and psalmody). This was the first 

time in the history of S. Bart’s that the full forms 

of these liturgies were used: truncated versions 

were sung in here in the distant past, as they are 

in most parishes that undertake one or more 

nights of Tenebrae. Realistically, this year’s 

offering was made possible by the restrictions of 

the pandemic, as in a typical Holy Week all our 

regular duties would have prevented us from 

rehearsing and singing these two-hour sung 

liturgies. 

 

September 2020 - November 2020  

When public worship resumed in September, 

2020, we were very pleased to have the organ 

back in the liturgy, with repairs having been 

completed that month. Music for the mass was 

sung by Katherine or Jared from the choir loft.  

At this time, the Diocesan protocols regarding 

singing became more strict, with compulsory 

wearing of masks, only one singing voice 

permitted at a time, and with singers required to 

maintain a distance of four metres from any 

other person. 

 

December 2020 - March 2021 

The same strict protocols remained in effect after 

we had to revert to live-streamed Sunday 

worship at the end of November. At this time, 

Katherine and Jared continued as cantors in the 

chancel, and they pre-recorded motets with 

Sebastian for our online Sunday masses, with a 

few guest appearances by Jesse Billett during 

Epiphanytide. 

 

I would like to acknowledge, with gratitude, the 

many hours of commitment, and the beautiful 

singing of Jared Tomlinson over the past year. 

His faithfulness and expertise have been of 

profound service to the liturgy, and to our parish. 

 

GUEST INSTRUMENTALISTS: 

During Advent and Christmas (2020) and at 

Candlemas (2021) we were delighted to welcome 

guest instrumentalists who greatly enriched our 

musical offerings. Adrian Irvine (violin), Matt 

Antal (viola) and Julia Seager-Scott (harp) came 

in to pre-record preludes, postludes, motets, 

hymns and carols with Katherine, Sebastian and 

Jared. On Christmas Eve, hymns and carols were 

made available on our YouTube channel along 

with text-sheets so that people could sing along 

at home.  

 

GREGORIAN CHANT AND COVID-19: 

Gregorian chant, the most ancient music of the 

Western Church, has been integral to the liturgy 

of S. Bart’s for almost a century (since Fr 

Pashler’s time), in the form of mass settings 

(such as the well-known Missa de Angelis), the 

Minor Proper (the Introit, Gradual, 
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Alleluia/Tract, Offertory and Communion 

Antiphons), the Our Father, and sung responses 

at mass.  

The ingenuity and utility of this music has never 

been more evident to me than over the past year, 

when it was possible to continue the sung prayers 

of the Church, with music of the highest quality, 

even under the most severe restrictions. The 

power, beauty and integrity of chant endures, 

allowing us to sing with all those who came 

before us, and in doing so to participate in ’The 

Ancient Faith for the Contemporary World.’ 

 

CONCLUDING REMARKS: 

I would like to acknowledge Sebastian Moreno, 

our organist, who in addition to his fine playing 

and well-considered repertoire choices has made 

outstanding contributions to our parish this year 

in the following ways: 

1. By overseeing a swift and successful 

fundraising campaign to repair the organ (see 

Organist’s Report); 

2. By recording voluntaries and hymns 

during the first six months of the pandemic, and 

preparing these for publication on our YouTube 

channel, complete with thoughtfully-prepared 

information about the music, composers and/or 

related texts; 

3. By serving as sound engineer and editor 

not only for organ recordings, but also for all 

motets and sung hymns and carols, and spending 

hours editing the recordings for our YouTube 

channel. 

 

I am grateful to the members of the choir, who 

have offered me their sustaining friendship and 

good cheer during this difficult year. I can only 

hope that by this time next year we will be 

singing together again. 

 

I extend my thanks to the Parish Executive, 

donors to the organ repair fundraising drive, and 

the congregation for their support and 

encouragement, and I offer here my particular 

thanks to Fr Hannam for his wisdom, unfailing 

good humour and his patient support and 

guidance.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Katherine Hill 

 

ORGANIST 
 

This past year has presented several challenges 

to S. Bartholomew’s organ. The instrument had 

been non-operational since Advent 2019, when a 

critical component of the instrument — the 

blower — broke after many years of wear and 

tear. Repair plans were underway in early 

Winter 2020, when the COVID-19 pandemic 

halted manufacturing of a new replacement 

blower. Unfortunately, when manufacturing 

resumed in August 2020, the repair project was 

once again delayed due to the financial strain 

associated with the safe reopening of in-person 

services in September. Thankfully, due to the 

generous support of the S. Bart’s community, a 

fundraiser was successfully completed in under 

four weeks, which raised $6120 towards the 

$7,238.13 cost of the blower installation. Organ 

technician John Struve completed the repairs, 
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and the organ was operational for Remembrance 

Sunday (November 8).  

 

Since the return of the organ, the tonal quality of 

the instrument has greatly improved (due to the 

improved air support from the new blower) and 

the parish executive is eager to discuss further 

plans on how to improve the instrument.  

 

Following the return to online services in Winter 

2021, the organ has been in use for pre-recorded 

voluntaries, motets, hymns, as well as for 

improvisation during live streamed services. 

 

My sincere gratitude to those who donated to the 

organ repair project and for the parish’s ongoing 

support of S. Bartholomew’s organ. Thank you 

as well to Fr. Hannam and Katherine Hill for 

their leadership and musicianship during these 

difficult times.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sebastian Moreno, 

Parish Organist 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 

In 2020, our Children’s Catechism Programme 

continued its work in partnership with St. 

Bartholomew's Children's Centre. About 15 

children were registered in the programme and 

attended during this time. Through praying and 

learning about the mysteries of the Rosary, 

engaging with the Church's catechism through 

the Apostles’ Creed, and through drawing and 

writing about their experiences in their journals, 

children engaged with the foundations of our 

faith. Unfortunately, the programme needed to 

pause when the Covid-19 pandemic began. Later 

in the spring, the we re-convened via Zoom, and 

continued through most of the summer. The 

programme re-convened again in the fall, 

through Zoom. Thank you to Martha Riddell, 

Louis Harris, and Father Hannam for a 

wonderful year of learning and praying with our 

children, despite several challenges. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kathy Baxter 

 

OFFICIANTS’ GUILD 

 

The Officiants' Guild is responsible for the 

recitation of the Divine Office at S. 

Bartholomew's—that is to say, it is responsible 

for the recitation of our Prayer-Book's Offices of 

Mattins (Morning Prayer) and Evensong 

(Evening Prayer). 

 

Over the past year, the Officiants' Guild has risen 

mightily to the challenges presented by COVID-

19. Thanks to the dedication of its members, S. 

Bartholomew's has remained able to offer 

Morning and Evening Prayer every week, 

Tuesdays through Fridays. Morning Prayer is 
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recited by a physically-distanced Officiant and 

"Responder" in the (locked) church, and is live-

streamed via YouTube. Evening Prayer is 

likewise recited by an Officiant and a 

"Responder", but from their respective homes 

and over Zoom. This too is live-streamed via 

YouTube.  

 

It is worth noting that all this has required a 

greater level of dedication from Guild members, 

as it was not necessary to schedule "Responders" 

before the pandemic. What's more, all this has 

happened in spite of two of the Guild's members 

having moved away within the last year. 

 

Over the next year, the Officiants' Guild will face 

new challenges as I myself move away and look 

to gradually pass on my responsibilities to others. 

If you are interested in the Officiants' Guild, or 

have questions about the Divine Office more 

generally, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jared Tomlinson 

 

FOOD MINISTRIES 

252 SENIORS’ BREAKFAST 

2020 was both a challenging and an important 

year for the 252 Breakfast. When the COVID-19 

pandemic began, we could no longer gather 

seniors together for their weekly in-person meal 

and fellowship. Many of these seniors still needed 

weekly food support, however, with some 

requiring much more support than before. In 

order to continue to meet the needs of our regular 

guests, our team started delivering food 

packages directly to their doors once or twice a 

week. 

 

I am very grateful to Sandy Alleyne for keeping 

in touch with some of the shut-ins by telephone, 

and to Philip Benmore and Élise Lafleaur for 

continuing to serve our community week after 

week during a time when it was most needed. A 

special thank-you as well to the whole Thursday 

Breakfast team for providing the food week after 

week. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Drew Badgley 

 

DROP-IN 

In January of 2020, the Drop-In was as large as 

it had ever been, regularly serving over 100 

meals each Saturday, and our team was working 

harder than ever to keep the ministry running 

each week. With the onset of the COVID-19 

pandemic, however, we had to adapt the ministry 

quickly to serve pre-packaged meals from the 

doors of the church. It was very encouraging to 

see our volunteers respond so quickly to the 

changing protocols, and it is a testament to the 

strength of the team that we were able to keep 

the Drop-In open throughout the first lock-down 

and until the end of the summer. 
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The drop-in closed at the end of the summer as 

we said farewell to Beth Dowbiggen, when she 

returned to P.E.I. to continue her studies. We 

continue to plan for the future of this ministry 

during its current hiatus. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Drew Badgley 

 

PROPERTY MANAGER 

Friends, 

Although inconvenienced by the happenings of 

2020, key work continued to form the life of the 

church in the previous year. 

Upgrades were made to the electrical systems 

associated with the pipe organ.  This work was 

done in the leadup to the installation of the new 

blower to ensure the safe operation of the blower 

and support the maintenance of the blower.  

Specialized equipment has been installed into 

the electrical connection with the motor of the 

blower to act as a breaker or fuse if the motor is 

overheating or drawing abnormally more power, 

which could be an early warning of uneven 

wearing or other problems. 

A formidable group of volunteers came together 

in the summer to demolish and dispose of the 

old garden shed on the east lawn.  The earth 

was turned over on the east lawn, and the east 

side of the church yard.  Much work was done 

to remove dying brush in the gardens in the 

church yard and the Vicarage south lawn.  

Mulch was applied on the east lawn, with our 

thanks to KarmaTree, and Jared Tomlinson for 

arranging that donation to the church.  Many 

thanks go out to all those parishioners who 

helped with this clean-up effort. 

Following the clean-up, the significant 

challenge arose of disposing of the yard waste 

produced by all the work in the Vicarage and 

church yards.  We are grateful to Scott who 

managed the removal of the yard waste from 

the church.  In consultation with the city of 

Toronto, it was determined that the church 

could receive residential level services, such as 

bulk item disposal and yard waste collection due 

to the property being shared between the 

church and the Vicarage, a residential home.  

Although the change has been hard won due to 

delays related to the pandemic, we are now 

converting the services, which will save a small 

amount of money for the church annually, but 

with the addition of extra services moving 

forward. 

A significant buildup of grease in the main 

kitchen drain caused a series of backups.  

Significant work was undertaken to snake the 

drain and remove a significant amount of fats, 

oils, and grease (FOGs) which had built up over 

many years.  A final inspection was done of the 

drain to inspect the interior of the pipe and 

confirm that the bulk of FOG had been 
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removed.  We are currently exploring the 

possibility of installing a grease trap into the 

kitchen to prevent future damages and limit 

build up. 

A leak in the kitchen was traced to the ceiling 

of the St Theresa Room.  The pipes, which had 

pin holes from encountering other pipes, were 

re-routed away from one another, repaired, and 

anchored to nearby floor joists to avoid future 

issues. 

A cracked toilet base in the second level guest 

washroom at the Vicarage caused a significant 

leak.  The leak caused significant damage to the 

closet below, as well as the outerwear, and 

vestments that were in the closet.  An insurance 

claim was filed to assist the parish in 

completing mould remediation, repairs, and dry 

cleaning in the closet and textiles. 

The parish had prepared a building condition 

assessment and reserve fund study of the church 

and Vicarage.  This is a 10-year requirement 

under Diocesan guidelines.  The report provides 

an important perspective on the current 

condition of the building and assists in planning 

for the long-term needs of the buildings and the 

costs associated with this work.  The report 

found the building in fair condition.  The most 

significant concern is the church roof.  Other 

concerns were related to surface cracking of 

interior finishes related to building settling. 

Father Hannam ably brought about a 

partnership with our neighbours to assist in 

snow clearing at the church and Vicarage.  

Although the transition to this work has not 

been without its growing pains, the change has 

resulted in a cost savings for the parish. 

Several fire extinguishers have been replaced; 

regular and routine maintenance and 

inspections of the extinguishers and the kitchen 

range hood system continue.  Steps have been 

taken to improve our use of the space to 

continuously improve fire and life safety in the 

church building. 

Estimates were received for the repair of stain 

glass windows on the South façade of the church 

proper, but it is not feasible at this time.  We 

will work to incorporate this into our long-term 

strategy. 

Planning is now underway to initiate a new 

property committee in the coming months.  

This group of volunteers would be invaluable 

eyes and ears for the parish and support the 

maintenance of the facilities.  Those who feel 

they may be called to this sort of work should 

reach out to myself or Father Hannam. 

Following up on work that was done in 2017, 

there was cracking in the wall underneath the 

chancel.  On the advice of our engineers, the 

crack was filled, and is being monitored to see if 

the issue reappears. To date, the issue appears 

to be resolved. The area will be monitored for 

another 1-2 years to be sure. 
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I offer my hearty thanks to those parish 

volunteers who offer their time and vigilance to 

the maintenance of the church buildings.  A 

special thank you to Father Hannam, Kevin, 

and Miles. 

I pray for a productive vestry, and a well 

vaccinated year ahead.  If you have a concern, 

wish to volunteer, or wish to share an idea, 

please do not hesitate to reach out. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Frank Cormier 

Property Manager

  



 

 
Vestry 2020 Minutes 20 March 1st, 2020 

St Bartholomew’s Anglican Church 

Annual Vestry Meeting for 2020 

Vestry Minutes 
Sunday, March 1st, 2020 

 
 

1) The Meeting was Called to Order was at 12:30 PM, on Sunday, March 1st, 2020 by the Rev 
Stephen Vail, Priest in Charge and Dean of the cathedral of St James. There were 18 voting 
members present, There was applause welcoming him to the parish. 
 

2) The chair convened the meeting with opening prayers followed by opening comments.  
He expressed gratitude for being associated with St Bart’s. He pointed out that he had been a 
student at St Bart’s under Fr Greene in the 80s, It is a joy to be here once again was his 
comment. This was followed by a lot of applause from the vestry members. He also explained 
that as priest in charge of St Bart’s, his role is to give oversight to the church. The real priest is Fr 
Hannam  
 

3) The Letter from the Bishop was briefly acknowledged by the Rev’d Stephen Vail and all were 
encouraged to read it at their earliest opportunity. Sebastian Moreno and Drew Badgley moved 
and seconded that we accept the letter from the Bishop. The motion was carried. 
 

4) Parish Administrator Appointments: The chair asked the parish administrator for his 
appointments. Kevin Forrest, made the following appointments 

 

 Vestry Clerk  Claus Nabert 

 Parish Organist  Sebastian Moreno 

 Music Director  Katherine Hill 

 Parish Bookkeeper Miles Nagumatsu 

 Parish Accountant Miles Nagamatsu 

 Parish Treasurer Miles Nagamatsu 

 Parish Sexton  Marlone (Sandy) Dawkins 

 Envelope Secretary Marlone (Sandy) Dawkins 

 Property Chair  Frank Cormier 

 Executive Committee Kevin Forrest, Fr Hannam, Miles Nagamatsu, Claus Nabert.  
 

Upon the appointments being made, the Chair announced that the present Administrator, Kevin 
Forrest, will serve at St Bart’s for another year.   
 
With that established, the Chair welcomed the appointees.  
 

5) The minutes of the previous Vestry meeting of March 3rd, 2019 were tabled for approval. The 
chair called for any comments, amendments, changes and/or additions. There were some 
corrections. It was noted there were some spelling errors vis a vis names. These were corrected. 
Instances of Drew Bagley became Badgley, Jay Aitkin should be Jill Aitken. Frank Cormier should 
have been an appointment under the parish Administrator. 
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Motion to Approve the 2019 Vestry Minutes   Moved by: Claus Nabert 
The Motion was Carried     Seconder: Frank Cormier 
 

6) The Vicar’s Report. The Vicar of St Bartholomew’s, Fr Walter Hannam, spoke to his report 
briefly.  
 
He expressed thanks for all the support both he and the parish had received from the 
congregation. Average Sunday Attendance in 2017 was 45; this rose to 56 in 2018. Givings more 
than doubled between today and Father’s first year. We now have 100 members in the parish 
and we continue to grow 
 
We didm’t meet our fundraising goal but we hope to do so this year. To help that along we are 
planning a stewardship and education program around Easter 
 
Motion to Accept the Vicar’s Report    Moved by: Katherine Hill 
The Motion was Carried     Seconder: Sebastian Moreno 
 
At this point the chair was passed to Fr Hannum. In the process the Rev’d Stephen Vail blessed 
Fr Hannam and acknowledges him as very generous. He doesn’t only help St Bart’s but also the 
cathedral. He is a wonderful priest, all clapped 
 

7) The Financial Report 
 

a. The Accountant’s Review of the Parish 2019 Financial Report 
 
Miles Nagamatsu, our treasurer, provided an overview of the audited 2019 finances.  
 
There was some discussion around givings. During this discussion it was pointed out that 
there will be a stewardship program later this year in addition to a serious approach to 
solicit funds from outside the parish.  
 
Motion to Accept the 2019 Financial Report  Moved by: Claus Nabert 
The Motion was Carried    Seconder: Philip Benmore  
 

b. The Envelope Secretary’s Report 
 

No Comments 
 

Motion to Accept the 2019 Envelope Secretary Report Moved by: Sandy Dawkins 
The Motion was Carried   Seconder: Katherine Hill 

 
c. The Parish 2020 Budget 

 
Our Treasurer Miles presented the budget for 2020. It was noted that there seems to be 
a $30K deficit. Miles however pointed out that this is an accounting issue. Outside the 
parish the number suggests a deficit but inside the parish it does not.  
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It is also noted that the food programs take an inordinate amount of resources. This is 
to a large extent because we had no longer received donations during a period when we 
had to pay back monies that had been borrowed from the food ministries to meet our 
administrative needs. This situation has now been fixed so this year we will see about 
increasing external givings.  
 
Questions were raised regarding the budget. The first was: are we looking at alternative 
utility suppliers. Answer – Frank Cormier is already seeing if there are savings to be 
found. We will also do a heat audit too. 
 
Secondly: There was no organ fund. Will we address this? There are monies in the 
budget under maintenance to repair the organ as needed. We will also need to find 
creative ways to address the organ question. In the meantime if something breaks it can 
be repaired 
 
It was announced too that we have made arrangements with the bank now to enable 
preauthorized giving which will make it a lot more convenient for many of our members. 
This is still a work in progress, we will organize a variety of ways to take advantage of 
this capability as further dialogue is undertaken.  
 
It should also be noted that the increases we have in the budget this year are also based 
on more donors not higher rates. There is a lot more growth assumed than we can see. 
 
Finally, the Vicar and the Administrator stressed that in passing the budget each 
member of the congregation is expected to contribute to it to make it happen. To that 
end if anyone has a problem with the projections this should be noted now. There were 
no objections.  
 
Motion to Accept the 2020 Parish Budget  Moved by: Frank Cormier 
The Motion was Carried    Seconder: Jesse Billett 
 

8) Report of the Parish Administrator 
 

Kevin began by saying that we are important to him and his family.  
 
Though we have a poor building, we like to be here but it means constantly playing catch up. 
Sandy has been, and continues to be, a big help to keep us going with repairs. She usually 
manages to get funding from the city to which we contribute only 50% of the bill.  
 
We have a lot of thanks for people to make us work. We have spent years doing catch up and 
we have been winning. 
 
Looking ahead we need to consolidate our financials for next year. We need to get in front of 
third party donors to get them to do the mission of the gospel. He hopes this budget will help 
 
It was also suggested that we have a line item in the budget for external income. This suggestion 
will be taken into consideration. 
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Thanks to Miles and to everyone else for your efforts.  
 

Motion to Accept the Administrator’s Report  Moved by: Kevin Forrest 
The Motion was Carried    Seconder: Claus Nabert 
 

9) Appointments & Elections 
 

The Vicar and the Chair of the meeting made several appointments followed by elections for the 
remaining offices.  
  

a. Appointments by the Chair (the Vicar) 
 

 President of the Altar Guild  Rose Nabert 

 Head, Server’s Guild  Bob Buckland Jr 

 Advisory Board Members  Jack Chute, John DiNovO 

 Hospitality    Bob Buckland Jr. 

 Head, Lector’s Guild   Bob Buckland Sr. 

 Parish Secretary   Kerry Dickson 

 Parish Web Master   Kerry Dickson 

 Parish Property Chair  Frank Cormier Moved to item 4 
 

b. Elections 
 

 Advisory Board Members  Maggie Grisdale, Jared Tomlinson Acclaimed 

 Convenor of Sidespersons  Emmanuel Amibor  Acclaimed 

 Assistance Convenor  Greg Robinson   Acclaimed 

 Alternate Lay Member of Synod Drew Badgley, Jill Aitkin Acclaimed 

 Lay Member of Synod  Kathy Lewis, Clifton Aaron Acclaimed 

 Parochial Tribunal   Maggie Grisdale, Greg Robinson Acclaimed 
 

10) Committee Reports 
 

The following reports were tabled for the Vestry members. 
 

 The Vicar’s Report    Fr Walter Hannam 

 Property Manager    Frank Cormier 

 Altar Guild Report    Rose Nabert 

 Sidespersons Report   Not Submitted, Verbal Report instead 

 Children’s Centre Report   Marlone (Sandy) Dawkins 

 Music Director’s Report   Katherine Hill 

 Envelope Secretary Report   Marlone (Sandy) Dawkins 

 Officient’s Guild    Bob Buckland Jr 

 Children’s Ministry    Kathy Lewis 
 
No one spoke to their reports except. Emmanuel who was unable to provide his sidesperson 
report in writing and thus spoke on this subject briefly. 
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A motion was made to accept the reports. 
 
Motion to Accept the Tabled Reports    Moved by: Kathy Lewis 
The Motion was Carried     Seconder: Drew Badgley  
 

11) Lay Administrators of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

The Vicar announced the following individuals to be lay administrators of the Blessed 
Sacrament: 
 

 Bob Buckland Jr 

 Robyn Boeré 

 Drew Badgley 

 Gerad Tomlinsun 

 Rob Barriault 

 Lizzi Prokhorova 

 Gavin Keachie 

 Sam Hodgkins-Sumner
 

12) Other and New Business  
 

The Social Justice Motion 
Annually the diocese proposes a motion to address an important social issue. The motion below is the one for 
this year concerning climate change.   
 
We, the vestry of St Bartholomew’s  in the Diocese of Toronto, recognizes that there is a global climate 
emergency. We acknowledge that all sectors of society, including government, business, churches and other 
non-profit organizations, and private individuals, have an obligation to do what they can to minimize their 
contribution to climate change. 

  
We call on the government of Canada to commit to the following:   

 
 Bring Canada’s climate and energy policy into alignment with the Paris Accord emissions targets to do our 

part to limit the rise in global average temperatures below 1.5 degrees Celsius.  

 Support a just transition to a low-carbon economy through investment in renewable energy sources and 
infrastructure, energy-efficient technologies, and skills development and retraining for high-quality, 
sustainable jobs in the renewable energy sector.  

 Assist Indigenous, northern, and coastal communities, and other vulnerable populations, to adapt to and 
mitigate the impacts of climate change on their local environments.  

 
As Christians, we have a particular obligation to care for the earth as God’s beloved creation (Genesis 1 26-28, 
2:15), as well as for the most vulnerable among the human family (Matthew 25). Accordingly, we also commit 
our parish to the following goal(s): 

 

 Encouraging use of active and public transportation by parishioners, and/or carpooling where these options 
are not practicable.  

 Eliminating (or reducing by 50%) our use of single-use plastic products  

 Planting a community garden  

 

Motion to Accept the Social Justice Declaration  Moved by: Philip Benmoret 
The Motion was Carried     Seconder: Jared Tomlinson 
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Office Security et al 

I move that the Vestry of St Bartholomew’s Anglican Church support the installation of a metal plate on the 

upstairs office door to attempt to limit break-ins.   

Moved by Bob Buckland Jr. Seconder Claus Nabert 

Fire Extinguisher Annual Review 

I move that the Vestry of St. Bartholomew's Anglican Church appoint to be responsible for the fire safety equipment 

installed at the church be inspected and re-certified as required by the Fire Code annualy. 

Moved by Bob Buckland Jr. Seconder Claus Nabert 

There was discussion about the two additional motions above. The discussions culminated in general agreement 
that Frank Cormier, as property custodian, will address these two urgent issues. This negated the need for a 
motion since Frank is already addressing each so the motions were withdrawn. 

 
A third item was raised as well … The Executive needs to have a policy where our overdose kits are located and 

how they need to be used to help others.  People need to know where they are and how to use them.  

There is a need to write up a document to be placed in prominent locations that speaks to the following points:   

 A description of the kits that are available. 

 A description of when the kits should be used 

 A description of where in the parish they can be found 

 A description of how they can be replaced if used or expired. 

 The parish officers/leaders who need to be trained in their use and be available when one is needed.  

 A letter to our programs making everyone aware of the kits.  

This will be addressed through executive committee  

I therefore move that the administrator draft a policy that provides a the above information.  

Motion to Develop the Policy     Moved by: Bob Buckland Jr 
The Motion was Carried     Seconder: Jared Tomlinson 
 
An additional motion was made namely: 
 
We move our thanks and appreciation of the work undertaken in the kitchen by Scott Hunter. 
 

Motion to of appreciation      Moved by: Philip Benmoret 
The Motion was Carried     Seconder: Jared Tomlinson 
 
Finally, Fr Hannam publicly acknowledged the work that has been undertaken by Katherine Hill and her 
musical teaching for enhancing our worship and making the church a wonderful place. 
 

13) Adjournment 
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There being no further business Kieran Wilson moved adjournment of the meeting. There were none opposed. 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 PM. 

 
Respectfully Submitted … 
 

1) Claus Nabert, Vestry Clerk, 2020 

 


