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“AND WHEN THEY SAW HIM THEY WERE AMAZED.”
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BEFORE VESPERS BEGINS
Before beginning the Office (the Church’s official Morning or Evening Prayer) it is useful both to try to bring ourselves into
a state of recollected silence and to form our particular intention (the particular person or cause that is uppermost in our
hearts) for which we wish to offer our prayer and worship. The first of the following prayers, which may be said privately,
asks God to draw us into such recollected silence; in it we ask God to silence our faculties and to help us to focus them
entirely upon the task at hand – to praise and worship him and to hear his Word to us in the words of the Office. The
second prayer helps us form the general intention with which we should say all our prayers – that is, for the intentions of
our Lord himself.

Open my mouth, O Lord, to bless thy holy Name: cleanse my heart from all vain, evil, and
wandering thoughts; enlighten my understanding and kindle my affections, that I may
fittingly recite this Office with attention and devotion, and so may be meet to be heard before
the presence of thy divine Majesty. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
O Lord, in union with that divine intention wherewith thou thyself didst offer thy praises to
God while upon the earth, I now recite this Office to thee. Amen.
PLEASE OBSERVE A REVERENT SILENCE BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS,
AND ENSURE THAT CELL PHONES ARE TURNED OFF DURING THE OFFICE.

Order of Service
PLEASE REMAIN KNEELING OR SEATED AS THE OFFICIANT ENTERS.
PLEASE STAND WHEN THE OFFICIANT DOES SO.
SOLEMN VESPERS

Preces and Responses

The Psalmody

Psalm 47 – Omnes gentes, plaudite.

Cantor O CLAP your hands together, all ye peo-ples; / (PLEASE BE SEATED) O sing
unto God with the voice of me-loˆdy.
All
For the LORD Most High is to be feared; / he is a great King o-ver all theˆearth.
Cantor He subdued the peoples un-derˆus, / and the nations un-der our feet.
All
He chose our heritage for us, / even the glorious land of Ja-cob, whom heˆloved.
Cantor God is gone up with a merry noise, / the LORD with the sound of the trum-pet.
All
O sing praises, sing praises unto our God; / O sing praises, sing praises un-to our
King.
Cantor For God is the King of all the earth: / sing ye praises with un-der-stand-ing.
All
God reigneth over the na-tions: / God sitteth up-on his ho-lyˆthrone.
Cantor The princes of the peoples are gathered to-geth-er, / with the people of the God of
A-braˆham;
All
For the rulers of the earth belong unto God; / he is very high-ly ex-alt-ed.
Cantor Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Ho-lyˆGhost;
All
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out end. A-men.
Psalm 48 – Magnus Dominus.

Cantor GREAT IS the LORD, and highly to be praised / in the ci-ty of ourˆGod.
All
His holy hill is a fair place, / and the joy of the wholeˆearth:

Cantor Mount Sion of the uttermost parts of the north, / the city of the great King.
All
He hath made himself known in her ci-taˆdels / as a sure re-fuge.
Cantor For lo, the kings of the earth were ga-thered, / and gone by to-geth-er.
All
They marvelled to see such things; / they were astonished, and sud-den-ly castˆ
down.
Cantor Fear came there up-on them, / and anguish, as upon a woman in her tra-vail;
All
As when with the east wind / thou breakest the ships of the sea.
Cantor Like as we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city
of our God: / God upholdeth the same for ev-er.
All
We have thought on thy loving-kindness, O God, / in the midst of thy tem-ple.
Cantor O God, according to thy Name, so is thy praise unto the world’s end; / thy right
hand is full of righ-teousˆness.
All
Let the mount Sion rejoice, and the daughters of Judah be glad, / because of thy
judge-ments.
Cantor Walk about Sion, and go round a-bout her; / and count the towers thereˆof.
All
Mark well her bulwarks, consider her ci-taˆdels, / that ye may tell them that come
af-ter.
Cantor
All
Cantor
All

For this God is our God for ever and ev-er: /
he shall be our guide for ev-erˆmore.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Ho-lyˆGhost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out end. A-men.
Psalm 49 – Audite hæc, omnes..

Cantor O HEAR ye this, all ye peoples; / ponder it with your ears, all ye that dwell ïn
theˆworld;
All High and low, rich and poor, / one with a-nö-ther.

Cantor My mouth shall speak of wis-dom, / and my heart shall muse of under-ständ-ing.
All
I will incline mine ear to a pa-raˆble, / and expound my dark speech up-ön
theˆharp.
Cantor Wherefore should I fear in the days of wick-edˆness, / when the wickedness of my
foes compasseth me röund aˆbout?
All
There be some that put their trust in their wealth, / and boast themselves in the
multitude of their rïch-es.
Cantor But no man can by any means re-deem his bro-ther, / nor give a ransom unto Göd
forˆhim,
All
That he should live on for ev-er, / and see nöt theˆgrave.
Cantor For too costly is the redemption of their souls, / so that he must let that alone for
ëv-er.
All
For he seeth that wise men also die, and per-ish to-geth-er, / as well as the ignorant
and foolish, and leave their riches for ö-thers.
Cantor Their graves are their homes for ever, and their dwelling-places to all ge-ne-ra-tions;
/ even though they called lands after their öwn names.
All
So man being in honour a-bi-deth not; / he is like the beasts that pë-rish.
Cantor This is the fate of them that are fool-ish-ly con-fiˆdent, / and the latter end of them
that are pleased with their pör-tion.
All
Like sheep they are appointed for the grăve; death is their shep-herd; / and the
upright shall have dominion over them in the mörn-ing.
Cantor Their beauty shall waste away in the se-pulˆchre; / there shall be no habitation för
it.
All
But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave; / for he shall re-cëive me.
Cantor Be not thou afraid, though one be made rich, / or if the glory of his house be ïncreased;
All
For he shall carry nothing away with him when he di-eth, / neither shall his pomp
föl-lowˆhim.
Cantor For though while he lived, he counted himself a hap-py man; / and men praise thee
because thou doest well un-tö thyˆself;
All
Yet he shall follow the generation of his fa-thers, / and shall never sëe light.

Cantor Man that is in honour, but hath no un-der-stand-ing, / (PLEASE STAND)
All
is like the beasts that për-ish.
Cantor Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Hö-lyˆGhost;
All
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ev-er shall be, / world without end. Ä-men.

The First Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED
The First Lesson is written in Micah, in the third chapter, beginning at the
first verse.

Lector

And I said, Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, and ye princes of the house of Israel; Is it not
for you to know judgment? Who hate the good, and love the evil; who pluck off their skin
from off them, and their flesh from off their bones; who also eat the flesh of my people, and
flay their skin from off them; and they break their bones, and chop them in pieces, as for the
pot, and as flesh within the caldron. Then shall they cry unto the Lord, but he will not hear
them: he will even hide his face from them at that time, as they have behaved themselves ill
in their doings. Thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets that make my people err, that
bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace; and he that putteth not into their mouths, they even
prepare war against him.Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision;
and it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go down over the
prophets, and the day shall be dark over them. Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the
diviners confounded: yea, they shall all cover their lips; for there is no answer of God. But
truly I am full of power by the spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and of might, to declare
unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin. Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the
house of Jacob, and princes of the house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all
equity. They build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity. The heads thereof judge
for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money:
yet will they lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? none evil can come
upon us. Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become
heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest.
Lector

Here endeth the First Lesson.

A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON

Office Hymn PLEASE STAND

V. We have seen his star in the east, allelu-ia.
R. And are come with gifts to worship the Lord, allelu-ia.

Magnificat
Antiphon (Cantor) The Child Jesus.

Cantor (-) MŸ SÖUL döth mägˆni-fÿ theˆLord, / and my spïrit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
All
For hë häthˆre-gärd-ed / the löwliness of his hand-maid-en.

Cantor For bë-höld,ˆfrom hënce-forth / all generätions shall call me bless-ed.
All
FOR HË THÄT is mighty häth mäg-niˆfï-edˆme; / and ho-ly isˆhis Name.
Cantor AND HÏS MËR-cy is ön thëmˆthat fëar him / throughout all ge-ne-ra-tions.
All
HE HÄTH SHÖW-ëd strëngthˆwith hïs arm; / he hath scattered the proud in the
imagina-tion ofˆtheir hearts.
Cantor HE HÄTH PÜT down thë mïghˆty fröm theirˆseat, / and hath exalted the hum-ble
and meek.
All
HE HÄTH FÏLL-ed the hün-grÿˆwith göod things; / and the rich he hath sent emp-ty
a-way.
Cantor HE RË-MËM-bër-ïngˆhis mër-cy / hath holpen his ser-vant Isˆra-el;
All
AS HË PRÖ-mised tö öurˆfore-fä-thers, / Abraham and his seed for-ev-er.
Cantor GLO-RŸ BË to the Fä-thër,ˆand tö theˆSon, / and to the Hoˆly Ghost;
All
AS ÏT WÄS in the beginning, is now, änd ëvˆer shäll be, / world without end. A-men.
Antiphon (Cantor) The Child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother
knew not of it, supposing him to have been in the company; and they sought him among
their kinsfolk and acquaintance.

The Second Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED
Lector

The Second Lesson is written in the Second Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the
Thessalonians, in the third chapter, beginning at the first verse.

Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be
glorified, even as it is with you: and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked
men: for all men have not faith. But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep
you from evil. And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will
do the things which we command you. And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God,
and into the patient waiting for Christ. Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly,
and not after the tradition which he received of us. For yourselves know how ye ought to
follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; neither did we eat any man's
bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not be
chargeable to any of you: not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample
unto you to follow us. For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if
any would not work, neither should he eat. For we hear that there are some which walk

among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. Now them that are such we
command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their
own bread. But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. And if any man obey not our word
by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet
count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. Now the Lord of peace himself
give you peace always by all means. The Lord be with you all. The salutation of Paul with
mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I write. The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all. Amen.
Lector

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON

Nunc Dimittis
Antiphon (Cantor) Alleluia.

Cantor LORD, NOW lettest thou thy servant de part in peace, / ac-cord-ing to thyˆword.
All
FOR MINE eyes have seen / (-) thy sal-va-tion,
Cantor WHICH THOU hast pre-pared / before the face of all peo-ple;
All
TO BE a light to lighten the Gen-tiles, / and to be the glory of thy peo-ple Is-raˆel.
Cantor GLO-RY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Ho-lyˆGhost;
All
AS IT was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out end.
A-men.

Apostles’ Creed
Officiant I believe in God
All the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell;
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church;
The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins;

Suffrages

PLEASE KNEEL

V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

O Lord, show thy mercy up-on us;
And grant us thy salva-tion.
O Lord, save the Queen;
And mercifully hear us when we call up-on thee.
Endue thy ministers with righ-teousˆness;
And make thy chosen people joy-ful.
O Lord, save thy peo-ple;
And bless thine inhe-riˆtance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord;
And evermore mightily defend us.
O God, make clean our hearts with-in us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collects
Officiant

O LORD, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people which
call upon thee; and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they
ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, now and ever.

People

Amen.

Antiphon (Cantor) Herod inquired of the wise men, What sign have ye seen, concerning him
that is born King? We have seen a star shining, the brightness whereof enlightens the world.

V. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give pre-sents.
R. The kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts.
Let us pray.
Officiant

O GOD, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the
Gentiles: Mercifully grant, that we, who know thee now by faith, may be led
onward through this earthly life, until we see the vision of thy heavenly glory;
through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy

Ghost liveth and reigneth, one God, world without end.
People

Amen.

Officiant O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our
hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being
defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
People

Amen.

Officiant Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ.
People

Amen.

Officiant May the souls + of the faithful through the mercy of God rest in peace.
People
Amen.
THEN SHALL ALL SAY SILENTLY THE FINAL LORD’S PRAYER, AFTER WHICH THE OFFICIANT SHALL SAY:

Officiant The Lord + give us his peace.
People
And life everlasting. Amen.
AND IMMEDIATELY THE FINAL ANTIPHON IS SAID.

Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary PLEASE STAND
The Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a short commemoration of the particular mystery
contemplated in each season of the Church’s year, in this case, Our Lady’s (and our) joyful expectation of
the birth in time and space of the eternally-begotten Son of God.
Please silently contemplate the words of the Antiphon as it is sung by the Cantor, joining in the response
to the versicle before the final Collect.
Cantor
Gracious Mother of our Redeemer, for ever abiding,
Heaven’s gateway, and star of ocean,
O succour the people, who, though falling,
strive to rise again.
Thou Maiden who barest thy holy Creator,
to the wonder of all nature;
Ever Virgin, after, as before thou receivedst that Ave from the mouth of Gabriel;
Have compassion on us sinners.

Officiant After childbearing, O Virgin, thou didst remain invi-oˆlate.
All

Intercede for us, O Mother of God.

Officiant Let us pray.
Officiant O God, who by the fruitful virginity of blessed Mary hast bestowed upon
mankind the reward of eternal salvation: grant, we beseech thee, that we may
know the help of her intercession, through whom we have been accounted
worthy to receive the Author of our life, Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord.

Officitant May the divine + assistance remain with us always.
People

And with our absent brothers and sisters. Amen.
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