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ST BARTHOLOMEW’S IS A MINISTRY IN COLLABORATION WITH ST JAMES CATHEDRAL 





BEFORE VESPERS BEGINS 

 

Before beginning the Office (the Church’s official Morning or Evening Prayer) it is useful both to try to bring ourselves into 
a state of recollected silence and to form our particular intention (the particular person or cause that is uppermost in our 

hearts) for which we wish to offer our prayer and worship.  The first of the following prayers, which may be said privately, 
asks God to draw us into such recollected silence; in it we ask God to silence our faculties and to help us to focus them 

entirely upon the task at hand – to praise and worship him and to hear his Word to us in the words of the Office.  The 
second prayer helps us form the general intention with which we should say all our prayers – that is, for the intentions of 

our Lord himself.   
 

Open my mouth, O Lord, to bless thy holy Name: cleanse my heart from all vain, evil, and 

wandering thoughts; enlighten my understanding and kindle my affections, that I may 
fittingly recite this Office with attention and devotion, and so may be meet to be heard before 

the presence of thy divine Majesty.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
O Lord, in union with that divine intention wherewith thou thyself didst offer thy praises to 

God while upon the earth, I now recite this Office to thee. 
 

PLEASE OBSERVE A REVERENT SILENCE BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS,  
AND ENSURE THAT CELL PHONES ARE TURNED OFF DURING THE OFFICE. 

Order of Service 

PLEASE REMAIN KNEELING OR SEATED AS THE OFFICIANT ENTERS. 

PLEASE STAND WHEN THE OFFICIANT DOES SO. 
 

SOLEMN VESPERS 

Preces and Responses  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
 

The Psalmody   Psalm 62 – Nonne Deo? 
 

 

Cantor  MY SOUL truly waiteth in silence upon God; / (PLEASE BE SEATED) for of  him  

   cometh my sal-va-tion. 

All   He verily is my strength and my sal-va-tion; / he is my defence, so that I shall not  

   great-lyˆfall. 

 

Cantor  How long will ye set upon a man, battering him, all ofˆyou, / like a tottering wall,  

   and like a bro-kenˆfence? 

All   Their device is only how to put him out whom God will ex-alt; / their delight is in  

   lies; they give good words with their mouth, but curse with their heart. 
 

Cantor  Nevertheless my soul, wait thou in silence upon God; / for my hope is in him. 

All   He truly is my strength and my sal-va-tion; / he is my defence, so that I shall notˆfall. 

 

Cantor  In God is my health and my glo-ry: / the rock of  my might, and in God is my trust. 

All   O put your trust in him alway, ye peo-ple: / pour out your hearts before him, for God  

   is our hope. 

 

Cantor  As for the sons of  men, they are but va-nĭˆty; yea, the sons of  men are a de-ceit; /  

   upon the scales they are altogether lighter than vanity itself. 

All   O trust not in wrong and robbery, give not yourselves unto va-niˆty; / if  riches  

   increase, set not your heart up-on them. 
 

Cantor  God spake ŏnce, and twice I have also heard the same, / that power be-long-eth un- 

   toˆGod; 

All   And that thou, Lord, art mer-ciˆful; / for thou renderest unto every man ac-cord-ing  

   to hisˆwork. 
 

Cantor  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Ho-lyˆGhost; 

All   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out end. A-men. 
 



 

Antiphon (Cantor) This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) In your patience possess ye your souls. 
 

 Psalm 63 – Deus, Deus meus. 

 

 
 

Cantor  O GOD, thou art my God; / early will I seek thee. 

All   My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh also longeth af-terˆthee, / in a barren and dry  

   land, where no waˆter is. 
 

Cantor  Thus have I looked upon thee in the sanctu-a-ry, / that I might behold thy power and  

  glo-ry. 

All   For thy loving-kindness is better than the life it-self: / my lips shall praise thee. 

 

Cantor  As long as I live will I magnify thee in this man-ner, / and lift up my hands in thy  

  Name. 

All   My soul shall be satisfied, even as it were with marrow and fat-ness; / and my mouth  

   shall praise thee with joyˆful lips. 
 

Cantor  When I remember thee upon my bed, / I meditate upon thee in the night-wat-ches; 

All   Because thou hast been my hel-per; / and under the shadow of thy wings will Iˆ 

   re-joice. 

 

Cantor  My soul cleaveth unto thee; / thy right hand up-holdˆeth me. 

All   These also that seek the hurt of  my soul, / they shall go into the depths of the earth. 

 

Cantor  They shall be given over to the power of  the sword, / that they may be a portion for  

  fox-es. 

All   But the king shall rejoice in God; all they that swear by him shall be glad; / (PLEASE  

   STAND) for the mouth of  them that speak lies shall be stop-ped. 
 

Cantor  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Hoˆly Ghost; 

All   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end. A-men. 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) In your patience possess ye your souls. 

 



The First Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

Lector  The First Lesson is written in the Second Book of Samuel, in the fifteenth  

  chapter, beginning at the seventeenth verse.   

 

And the king went forth, and all the people after him, and tarried in a place that was far off. 
And all his servants passed on beside him; and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and 

all the Gittites, six hundred men which came after him from Gath, passed on before the king. 

Then said the king to Ittai the Gittite, Wherefore goest thou also with us? return to thy 
place, and abide with the king: for thou art a stranger, and also an exile. Whereas thou 

camest but yesterday, should I this day make thee go up and down with us? seeing I go 

whither I may, return thou, and take back thy brethren: mercy and truth be with thee. And 
Ittai answered the king, and said, As the Lord liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, surely in 

what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant 

be. 
 

Lector    Here endeth the First Lesson. 
 

A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON 
 

Office Hymn PLEASE STAND 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

V. Their sound is gone out into all lands. 

R. And their words into the ends of the world. 
 

Magnificat  
 

Antiphon (Cantor) Because thou hast seen me, Thomas, thou hast believed: blessed are they 

that have not seen, and yet have believed, alleluia. 

 

Cantor  (-) MŸ SÖUL döth mägˆni-fÿ theˆLord, / and my spï-rit hath rejoiced in God my  

   Sa-viour. 

All   (---) For hë häthˆre-gärd-ed / the löw-liness of  his hand-maid-en. 

 

Cantor  (---) For bë-höld,ˆfrom hënce-forth / all gene-rä-tions shall call me bless-ed. 

All   FOR HË THÄT is mighty häth mägˆni-fï-edˆme; / (-) and ho-ly is hisˆName. 

 

Cantor  AND HÏS MËR-cy is ön thëmˆthat fëar him / (-) throughout all ge-ne-ra-tions. 

All   HE HÄTH SHÖW-ëd strëngthˆwith hïs arm; / he hath scät-ter-ed the proud in the  

  imagi-na-tion of  theirˆhearts. 
 

Cantor  HE HÄTH PÜT down thë mïghˆty fröm theirˆseat, / and hath exäl-ted the hum-ble 

   and meek. 

All   HE HÄTH FÏLL-ed the hün-grÿˆwith göod things; / and the rïch he hath sent emp-ty  

   a-way. 

 

Cantor  HE RË-MËM-bër-ïngˆhis mër-cy / hath höl-pen his ser-vant Is-raˆel; 

All   AS HË PRÖ-mis-ed tö öurˆfore-fä-thers, / Äb-raham and his seed for ev-er. 

 

Cantor  GLO-RŸ BË to the Fä-thër,ˆand tö theˆSon, / and to the Ho-lyˆGhost; 

All   AS ÏT WÄS in the beginning, is now, änd ëvˆer shäll be, / (-) world with-out end.  

  A-men. 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) Because thou hast seen me, Thomas, thou hast believed: blessed are they 



that have not seen, and yet have believed, alleluia. 

The Second Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED    
 

Lector  The Second Lesson is written in the Gospel according to St John, in the  

  eleventh chapter, beginning at the first verse.   
 

Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister 

Martha. (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with 

her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, 
behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not 

unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. Now 

Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When he had heard therefore that he was 
sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was. 

Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judæa again. His disciples say 

unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again? Jesus 
answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth 

not, because he seeth the light of this world. But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, 

because there is no light in him. These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our 
friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. Then said his disciples, 

Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he 

had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 
And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless 

let us go unto him. Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let 

us also go, that we may die with him. 
 

 Lector    Here endeth the Second Lesson. 
 

A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON 
 

Nunc Dimittis 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) Come, O Lord, and visit us in peace: that we may joy before thee with a 

perfect heart. 
 

 

Cantor  LÖRD, NÖW lettest thou thy ser-vantˆde-partˆin peace, / ac-cord-ing toˆthy wörd. 

All   FÖR MÏNE ëyes have seen / (-) thy sal-va-tïon,  

 

Cantor  WHÏCH THÖU häst pre-pared / before the face of all peo-plë; 

All   TÖ BË a light to light-enˆthe Gen-tiles, / and to be the glory of  thy peo-ple Isˆra-ël. 

 

Cantor  GLÖ-RŸ be to the Fa-ther,ˆand toˆthe Son, / and to the Hoˆly Ghöst; 

All   ÄS ÏT was in the beginning, is now, and ev-er shall be, / world with-out end.  



   A-mën. 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

    Officiant  I believe in God 

    All  the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 
  Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

  Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 
  The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 

  And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

  From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; 

  The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; 

 
 

Suffrages 
 

 
 

PLEASE KNEEL 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 V.  O Lord, show thy mercy up-on us; 

 R.  And grant us thy salva-tion. 

 V.  O Lord, save the Queen; 

 R.  And mercifully hear us when we call up-on thee. 

 V.  Endue thy ministers with righ-teousˆness; 

 R.  And make thy chosen people joy-ful. 

 V.  O Lord, save thy peo-ple; 

 R.  And bless thine inhe-riˆtance. 

 V.  Give peace in our time, O Lord; 

 R.  And evermore mightily defend us. 

 V.  O God, make clean our hearts with-in us; 

 R.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

The Collects 
 

Officiant    ALMIGHTY and everliving God, who for the more confirmation of the faith  

        didst suffer thy holy Apostle Thomas to be doubtful in thy Son’s resurrection:  

        Grant us so perfectly, and without all doubt, to believe in thy Son Jesus Christ,  
        that our faith in thy sight may never be reproved. Hear us, O Lord, through the  

        same Jesus Christ, to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and  

        glory, now and for evermore. 
 



Antiphon (Cantor) O Dayspring, Brightness of  the Light everlasting, and Sun of  righteousness: 

Come and enlighten them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 

 
 

V. Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down the Just One. 

R. Let the earth open, and let them bring forth salva-tion. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Officiant    RAISE up, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy power, and come among us, and with  

        great might succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness, we are  

        sore let and hindered in running the race that is set before us, thy bountiful grace  

        and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; 
 

Officiant    ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness,  

        and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which  

        thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when  

        he shall come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the  
        dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth  

       with thee and the Holy Spirit, now and ever. 
 

People       Amen. 
 

Officiant    O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do  

        proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our  
        hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being  

        defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness;  

        through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

People        Amen. 
 

Officiant    LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend  

        us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our  
        Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

People        Amen.   
 

Officiant    O Lord, hear our prayer.   

People        And let our cry come un-to thee. 
 

 
 



Officiant    May the souls + of the faithful through the mercy of God rest in peace.   

People        Amen. 
 

THEN SHALL ALL SAY SILENTLY THE FINAL LORD’S PRAYER, AFTER WHICH THE OFFICIANT SHALL SAY: 
 

Officiant    The Lord + give us his peace.   

People        And life everlasting. Amen. 
 
AND IMMEDIATELY THE FINAL ANTIPHON IS SAID. 

 



Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary PLEASE STAND   

 

The Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a short commemoration of the particular mystery 
contemplated in each season of the Church’s year, in this case, Our Lady’s (and our) joyful expectation of 

the birth in time and space of the eternally-begotten Son of God.   

Please silently contemplate the words of the Antiphon as it is sung by the Cantor, joining in the response 
to the versicle before the final Collect.   

 

Cantor   

Gracious Mother of our Redeemer, for ever abiding, 

Heaven’s gateway, and star of ocean, 

O succour the people, who, though falling, 

strive to rise again. 

Thou Maiden who barest thy holy Creator, 

to the wonder of all nature; 

Ever Virgin, after, as before thou receivedst that Ave from the mouth of Gabriel; 

Have compassion on us sinners. 

 

Officiant   The Angel of the Lord brought tidings to Ma-ry.   

 

All        And she conceived by the Holy Ghost.   

 

Officiant   Let us pray.   

 

       We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts: that, as we have known  
       the Incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an Angel; so by his  

       Cross and Passion we may be brought unto the glory of his Resurrection.   

       Through the same Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 

Officiant  May the divine + assistance remain with us always. 
 

People      And with our absent brothers and sisters.  Amen. 
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