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ST BARTHOLOMEW’S IS A MINISTRY IN COLLABORATION WITH ST JAMES CATHEDRAL 





BEFORE VESPERS BEGINS 

 

Before beginning the Office (the Church’s official Morning or Evening Prayer) it is useful both to try to bring ourselves into 
a state of recollected silence and to form our particular intention (the particular person or cause that is uppermost in our 

hearts) for which we wish to offer our prayer and worship.  The first of the following prayers, which may be said privately, 
asks God to draw us into such recollected silence; in it we ask God to silence our faculties and to help us to focus them 

entirely upon the task at hand – to praise and worship him and to hear his Word to us in the words of the Office.  The 
second prayer helps us form the general intention with which we should say all our prayers – that is, for the intentions of 

our Lord himself.   
 

Open my mouth, O Lord, to bless thy holy Name: cleanse my heart from all vain, evil, and 

wandering thoughts; enlighten my understanding and kindle my affections, that I may 
fittingly recite this Office with attention and devotion, and so may be meet to be heard before 

the presence of thy divine Majesty.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
O Lord, in union with that divine intention wherewith thou thyself didst offer thy praises to 

God while upon the earth, I now recite this Office to thee.  Amen. 
 

PLEASE OBSERVE A REVERENT SILENCE BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS,  
AND ENSURE THAT CELL PHONES ARE TURNED OFF DURING THE OFFICE. 

Order of Service 

PLEASE REMAIN KNEELING OR SEATED AS THE OFFICIANT ENTERS. 

PLEASE STAND WHEN THE OFFICIANT DOES SO. 
 

SOLEMN VESPERS 

Preces and Responses  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

The Psalmody Psalm 119, part 16 – Feci judicium. 
 

 

Cantor  I HAVE done the thing that is lawful and right: / (PLEASE BE SEATED) O give me not  

   over unto mine öp-pres-sors. 

All   Be thou surety for thy servant to do him good, / that the proud do më no wrong. 

 

Cantor  Mine eyes are wasted away with looking for thy sal-va-tion, / and for the word of thÿ  

  righ-teousˆness. 

All   O deal with thy servant according unto thy loving mer-cy, / and teach me thÿ sta- 

  tutes. 
 

Cantor  I am thy servănt; O grant me under-stand-ing, / that I may know thy tes-tï-mo-nies. 

All   It is time for thee, LORD, to lay to thine hand; / for they have dës-troyed thyˆlaw. 

 

Cantor  For I love thy com-mand-ments / above gold, yea a-böve fine gold. 

All   Therefore I hold all thy precepts to be right; / and all false ways I ut-tër-ly abˆhor. 

 

Cantor  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to thë Ho-lyˆGhost; 

All   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out ënd. A-men. 
 

 Psalm 119, part 17 – Mirabilia. 
 

 
 

Cantor  Thy testimonies are won-der-ful; / therefore doth my söul keep them. 

All   When thy word go-eth forth, / it giveth light and understanding un-to thë simple. 

 

Cantor  I opened my mouth and drew in my breath; / for my delight was in thy cöm-mand- 

   ments. 

All   O look thou upon me, and be merciful un-to me, / as thou art wont to do unto those  

   thät love thyˆName. 
 
 



 
Cantor  Order my steps in thy word; / and so shall no wickedness have do-mi-nïon o-verˆme. 

All   O deliver me from the wrongful dealings of men; / and so shall I keep thÿ pre-cepts. 

 

Cantor  Show the light of  thy countenance upon thy ser-vant, / and teach me thÿ sta-tutes. 

All   Mine eyes gush out with wa-ter, / because men keep nöt thy law. 

 
Cantor  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to thë Ho-lyˆGhost; 

All   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out ënd. A-men. 
 

 Psalm 119, part 18 – Justus es, Domine. 
 

 

Cantor  RIGH-TEOUS art thou, O LORD, / and true are thy jüdge-ments. 

All   The testimonies that thou hast com-mand-ed / are exceeding righteous änd true. 

 

Cantor  My zeal hath even consumed me; / because mine enemies have forgot-ten thy words. 

All   Thy word is tried to the uttermost, / and thy servant löv-ethˆit. 

 

Cantor  I am small and of  no re-pu-ta-tion; / yet do I not forget thy prë-cepts. 

All   Thy righteousness is an ever-last-ing righ-teousˆness, / and thy law is thë truth. 

 

Cantor  Trouble and heaviness have taken hold up-on me; / yet is my delight in thy com- 

   mänd-ments. 

All   The righteousness of  thy testimonies is ev-er-last-ing: / O grant me understanding,  

   and Ï shallˆlive. 
 

Cantor  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Hö-lyˆGhost; 

All   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ev-er shall be, / world without end. Ä-men. 
 

The First Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

Lector  The First Lesson is written in the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, in the forty-ninth  

  chapter, beginning at the first verse.   
 

Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The Lord hath called me from the 

womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name. And he hath 

made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me 
a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me; and said unto me, Thou art my servant, O 



Israel, in whom I will be glorified. Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my 

strength for nought, and in vain: yet surely my judgment is with the Lord, and my work with 
my God. 

And now, saith the Lord that formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring 

Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the 
Lord, and my God shall be my strength. And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be 

my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also 

give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the 
earth. 

Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man 

despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see and arise, 
princes also shall worship, because of the Lord that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, 

and he shall choose thee. 

Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation 
have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to 

establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; that thou mayest say to the 

prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They shall feed in the 
ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places. They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither 

shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by 

the springs of water shall he guide them. And I will make all my mountains a way, and my 
highways shall be exalted. Behold, these shall come from far: and, lo, these from the north 

and from the west; and these from the land of Sinim. 

Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for 
the Lord hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted. 

 

Lector    Here endeth the First Lesson. 
 

A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON 

 

 



Office Hymn PLEASE STAND 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

V. Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down the Just One. 

R. Let the earth open, and let them bring forth salva-tion. 
 

Magnificat 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) O Root of  Jesse, which standest for an ensign of  the people, at whom kings 

shall shut their mouths, unto whom the Gentiles shall seek: Come and deliver us, and tarry 

not. 

 

Cantor  MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit hath rejoiced in Göd mÿ Sa- 

   viour.. 

All   FOR HE hath re-gard-ed / the lowliness of  hïs händ-maid-en. 



 
Cantor  FOR BE-hold, from hence-forth / all generations shall cäll më bless-ed. 

All   FOR HE that is mighty hath magnified me; / and hö-lÿ isˆhis Name. 

 

Cantor  AND HIS mercy is on them that fear him / throughout all gë-në-ra-tions. 

All   HE HATH showed strength with his arm; / he hath scattered the proud in the  

   imagi-nä-tiön ofˆtheir hearts. 
 

Cantor  HE HATH put down the mighty from their seat, / and hath exalted the hüm-blë  

   and meek. 

All   HE HATH filled the hungry with good things; / and the rich he hath sent ëmp-tÿ  

   away. 
 

Cantor  HE RE-membering his mer-cy / hath holpen his sër-vänt Isˆra-el; 

All   AS HE promised to our fore-faˆthers, / Abraham and his sëed för ev-er. 
 

Cantor  GLO-RY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and tö thë Hoˆly Ghost; 

All   AS IT was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-öut ënd.  

   A-men. 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) O Root of  Jesse, which standest for an ensign of  the people, at whom kings 

shall shut their mouths, unto whom the Gentiles shall seek: Come and deliver us, and tarry 

not. 
 

 

The Second Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED    
 

Lector  The Second Lesson is written in the Revelation of St John the Divine, in the  

  twenty-first chapter, beginning at the ffifteenth verse.   
 

And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and 

the wall thereof. And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and 

he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and 
the height of it are equal. And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four 

cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel. And the building of the wall 

of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. And the foundations of 
the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation 

was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; the fifth, 

sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the 
tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. And the twelve gates 

were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure 

gold, as it were transparent glass. 



And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple 

of it. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of 
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which are 

saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour 

into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 
And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. And there shall in no wise 

enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a 

lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 

throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, 

was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no 

more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve 

him: and they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be 
no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth 

them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever. 
 

 Lector    Here endeth the Second Lesson. 
 

A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON 
 

Nunc Dimittis 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) Come, O Lord. 
 

 

Cantor  LÖRD, NÖW lettest thou thy ser-vantˆde-partˆin peace, / ac-cord-ing toˆthy wörd. 

All   FÖR MÏNE ëyes have seen / (-) thy sal-va-tïon,  
 

Cantor  WHÏCH THÖU häst pre-pared / before the face of all peo-plë; 

All   TÖ BË a light to light-enˆthe Gen-tiles, / and to be the glory of  thy peo-ple Isˆra-ël. 

 

Cantor  GLÖ-RŸ be to the Fa-ther,ˆand toˆthe Son, / and to the Hoˆly Ghöst; 

All   ÄS ÏT was in the beginning, is now, and ev-er shall be, / world with-out end.  

   A-mën. 
 

 



 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

    Officiant  I believe in God 

    All  the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

  Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 

  The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 
  And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

  From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; 
  The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; 

 
 

Suffrages 
 

 
 

PLEASE KNEEL 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 V.  O Lord, show thy mercy up-on us; 

 R.  And grant us thy salva-tion. 

 V.  O Lord, save the Queen; 

 R.  And mercifully hear us when we call up-on thee. 

 V.  Endue thy ministers with righ-teousˆness; 

 R.  And make thy chosen people joy-ful. 

 V.  O Lord, save thy peo-ple; 

 R.  And bless thine inhe-riˆtance. 

 V.  Give peace in our time, O Lord; 

 R.  And evermore mightily defend us. 

 V.  O God, make clean our hearts with-in us; 

 R.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

The Collects 
 

Officiant    O LORD Jesu Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to  

        prepare thy way before thee: Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy  

        mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready thy way, by turning the  
        hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at thy second coming to  

        judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in thy sight; who livest and  

        reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 
 

Officiant    ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness,  

        and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which  



        thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when  

        he shall come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the  
        dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth  

       with thee and the Holy Spirit, now and ever. 
 

People       Amen. 
 

Officiant    O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do  

        proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our  
        hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being  

        defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness;  

        through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

People        Amen. 
 

Officiant    Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend  

        us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our  
        Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

People        Amen.   
 

 
 

 
 

Officiant    May the souls + of the faithful through the mercy of God rest in peace.   

People        Amen. 
 

THEN SHALL ALL SAY SILENTLY THE FINAL LORD’S PRAYER, AFTER WHICH THE OFFICIANT SHALL SAY: 
 

Officiant    The Lord + give us his peace.   

People        And life everlasting. Amen. 
 
AND IMMEDIATELY THE FINAL ANTIPHON IS SAID. 

 



Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary PLEASE STAND   

 

The Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a short commemoration of the particular mystery 
contemplated in each season of the Church’s year, in this case, Our Lady’s (and our) joyful expectation of 

the birth in time and space of the eternally-begotten Son of God.   

Please silently contemplate the words of the Antiphon as it is sung by the Cantor, joining in the response 
to the versicle before the final Collect.   

 

Cantor   

Gracious Mother of our Redeemer, for ever abiding, 

Heaven’s gateway, and star of ocean, 

O succour the people, who, though falling, 

strive to rise again. 

Thou Maiden who barest thy holy Creator, 

to the wonder of all nature; 

Ever Virgin, after, as before thou receivedst that Ave from the mouth of Gabriel; 

Have compassion on us sinners. 

 

Officiant   The Angel of the Lord announced unto Ma-ry.   

 

All        And she conceived by the Holy Ghost.   

 

Officiant   Let us pray.   

 

       We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts: that, as we have known  
       the Incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an Angel; so by his  

       Cross and Passion we may be brought unto the glory of his Resurrection.   

       Through the same Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 

Officiant  May the divine + assistance remain with us always. 
 

People      And with our absent brothers and sisters.  Amen. 
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