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BEFORE VESPERS BEGINS 

 

Before beginning the Office (the Church’s official Morning or Evening Prayer) it is useful both to try to bring ourselves into 
a state of recollected silence and to form our particular intention (the particular person or cause that is uppermost in our 

hearts) for which we wish to offer our prayer and worship.  The first of the following prayers, which may be said privately, 
asks God to draw us into such recollected silence; in it we ask God to silence our faculties and to help us to focus them 

entirely upon the task at hand – to praise and worship him and to hear his Word to us in the words of the Office.  The 
second prayer helps us form the general intention with which we should say all our prayers – that is, for the intentions of 

our Lord himself.   
 

Open my mouth, O Lord, to bless thy holy Name: cleanse my heart from all vain, evil, and 

wandering thoughts; enlighten my understanding and kindle my affections, that I may 
fittingly recite this Office with attention and devotion, and so may be meet to be heard before 

the presence of thy divine Majesty.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
O Lord, in union with that divine intention wherewith thou thyself didst offer thy praises to 

God while upon the earth, I now recite this Office to thee.  Amen. 
 

PLEASE OBSERVE A REVERENT SILENCE BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS,  
AND ENSURE THAT CELL PHONES ARE TURNED OFF DURING THE OFFICE. 

Order of Service 

PLEASE REMAIN KNEELING OR SEATED AS THE OFFICIANT ENTERS. 

PLEASE STAND WHEN THE OFFICIANT DOES SO. 
 

SOLEMN VESPERS 

Preces and Responses  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

The Psalmody 
 

 Psalm 89 – Misericordias Domini. 
 

 
Cantor  MY SONG shall be alway of  the loving-kindness of  the LORD; / (PLEASE BE  

   SEATED) with my mouth will I ever be showing thy faithfulness from one generation  

   to an-ö-thër. 

All   For I have said, ‘Loving-kindness shall be built up for ev-er; / thy faithfulness shalt  

   thou stablish in the heä-vëns.’ 
 

Cantor  ‘I have made a covenant with my cho-sen: / I have sworn unto Da-vid my sër-vänt; 

All   Thy seed will I stablish for ev-er, / and set up thy throne from one generation to an- 

   ö-thër.’ 

 

Cantor  O LORD, the very heavens shall praise thy won-drous works, / and thy faithfulness  

   in the congregation of the hö-lyˆönes. 

All   For who is he in the skies that shall be compared unto the LORD? / and what is he  

   among the gods that shall be like un-to thë LÖRD? 
 

Cantor  God is very greatly to be feared in the council of  the ho-ly ones, / and to be had in  

   reverence above all them that are round a-boüt hïm. 

All   O LORD God of  hosts, who is like un-to thee? / thy faithfulness, most mighty  

   LORD, is on ëv-eryˆsïde. 
 

Cantor  Thou rulest the raging of  the sea; / thou stillest the waves there-of when thëy aˆrïse. 

All   Thou didst crush Rahab as one that is pierced; / thou didst scatter thine enemies  

   abroad with thy mïgh-tyˆärm. 
 

Cantor  The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine: / thou hast laid the foundation of  the  

   round world, and all that is thëre-ïn. 

All   Thou hast made the north and the south: / Tabor and Hermon re-joice in thÿ  

   Näme. 



 
Cantor  Thou hast a migh-ty arm: / strong is thy hand, and high is thy rïght hand. 

All   Righteousness and justice are the foundation of  thy throne: / mercy and truth go  

   be-före thyˆface. 
 

Cantor  Blessèd is the people that can rejoice in thee: / they shall walk, O LORD, in the  

   light of thy cöun-teˆnänce. 

All   Their delight shall be in thy Name all the day long; / and in thy righteousness shall  

   they be ex-ält-ëd. 
 

Cantor  For thou art the glory of  their strength, / and by thy favour our horn is ex-ält-ëd. 

All   For to the LORD belongeth our shield, / and our king to the Holy One of  Ïs-raˆël. 
 

Cantor  Thou spakest sometime in a vision unto thy saints, and saidst, / ‘I have laid help  

   upon one that is mighty; I have exalted one chosen out of the pëo-plë. 

All   I have found David my ser-vant: / with my holy oil have I an-oïnt-edˆhïm. 

 

Cantor  My hand shall hold him fast, / and my arm shall strëngth-enˆhïm. 

All   The enemy shall not be able to do him vio-lence: / the son of  wickedness shall not  

   hürt hïm. 

 

Cantor  I will beat down his foes before his face, / and smite them that häte him. 

All   My faithfulness also and my mercy shall be with him: / and in my Name shall his  

   horn be ex-ält-ëd. 
 

Cantor  I will set his hand also on the sea, / and his right hand on the rï-vërs. 

All   He shall call me, “Thou art my Fa-ther, / my God, and the rock of  my sal-vä-tïon.” 

 

Cantor  And I will make him my first-born, / the highest of  the kings of  thë ëarth. 

All   My mercy will I keep for him for ev-er-more; / and my covenant shall stand fäst  

   withˆhïm. 

 

Cantor  His seed also will I make to endure for ev-er, / and his throne as the days of  hëa- 

   vën. 

All   But if  his children forsake my law, / and walk not in my jüdge-mënts; 

 

Cantor  If  they break my statutes, and keep not my com-mand-ments, / I will visit their  

   offences with the rod, and their sin with scöur-gës. 

All   Nevertheless, my loving-kindness will I not utterly take from him, / nor suffer my  

   faith-ful-nëss toˆfäil. 
 



 
Cantor  My covenant will I not break, / nor alter the thing that is gone out of  mÿ lïps. 

All   Once for all I have sworn by my ho-li-ness; / I will not lie un-to Dä-vïd; 

 

Cantor  His seed shall endure for ev-er, / and his throne is like as the sun be-före me. 

All   It shall stand fast for evermore as the moon, / and as the faithful wit-ness ïn  

   theˆskÿ.’ 

 

Cantor  But thou hast abhorred and forsaken thine an-oint-ed, / and art dis-plëased atˆhïm. 

All   Thou hast broken the covenant with thy ser-vant, / and cast his crown to thë  

   gröund. 

 

Cantor  Thou hast overthrown all his fen-ces, / and broken down his ströng-hölds. 

All   All they that go by spoil him, / and he is become a reproach to his neïgh-böurs. 

 

Cantor  Thou hast set up the right hand of  his adver-sa-ries, / and made all his en-e-mies tö  

   reˆjöice. 

All   Thou hast turned back the edge of  his sword, / and givest him not victory in the  

   bät-tlë. 
 

Cantor  Thou hast put out his glo-ry, / and cast his throne down to thë gröund. 

All   The days of  his youth hast thou short-ened, / and covered him with dis-hön-öur. 

 

Cantor  How long, O LŎRD? wilt thou hide thyself  for ev-er? / how long shall thy wrath  

   burn lïke fïre? 

All   O remember how short my time is; / wherefore hast thou made all mën forˆnöught? 

 

Cantor  What man is he that shall live on, and not see death? / and shall he deliver his soul  

   from the po-wer öf  theˆgräve? 

All   Where are thy former loving-kindnesses, O Lord, / which thou swarest unto David  

   in thy fäith-fulˆnëss? 
 

Cantor  Remember, Lord, the reproach that thy ser-vants have, / and how I do bear in my  

   bosom the insults of the peö-plës; 

All   Wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O LORD, / wherewith they have  

   reproached the footsteps of  thine an-oïnt-ëd. 
 

Cantor  Praised be the LORD for ev-er-more. / (PLEASE STAND) 

All   A-men and Ä-mën. 

 



 
Cantor  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Hö-lyˆGhöst; 

All   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out end. Ä-mën. 
 

The First Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

Lector  The First Lesson is written in the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, in the forty-seventh  

  chapter, beginning at the first verse.   
 

Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on the ground: there is no 

throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate. 

Take the millstones, and grind meal: uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, 
pass over the rivers. Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall be seen: I will 

take vengeance, and I will not meet thee as a man. As for our redeemer, the Lord of hosts is 

his name, the Holy One of Israel. Sit thou silent, and get thee into darkness, O daughter of 
the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called, The lady of kingdoms. 

I was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them into 

thine hand: thou didst shew them no mercy; upon the ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy 
yoke. And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever: so that thou didst not lay these things to thy 

heart, neither didst remember the latter end of it. Therefore hear now this, thou that art given 

to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside 
me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children: but these two things 

shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood: they shall 

come upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great 
abundance of thine enchantments. 

For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou hast said, None seeth me. Thy wisdom 

and thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou hast said in thine heart, I am, and none 
else beside me. 

Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from whence it riseth: and 

mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to put it off: and desolation shall come 
upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know. Stand now with thine enchantments, and 

with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth; if so be thou 

shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail. Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy 
counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and 

save thee from these things that shall come upon thee. Behold, they shall be as stubble; the 

fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame: there shall 
not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it. Thus shall they be unto thee with whom 

thou hast laboured, even thy merchants, from thy youth: they shall wander every one to his 

quarter; none shall save thee. 
 

Lector    Here endeth the First Lesson. 
 

A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON 



Office Hymn PLEASE STAND 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

V. The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

R. And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Liban-us. 
 

 



Magnificat 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 

and follow me. 

 

Cantor  MY SÖUL doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Sä- 

   viöur. 

All   FOR HË hath re-gard-ed / the lowliness of  his hand-mäid-ën. 

 

Cantor  FOR BË-hold, from hence-forth / all generations shall call me blëss-ëd. 

All   FOR HË that is mighty hath magni-fied me; / and ho-ly ïs hisˆNäme. 

 

Cantor  AND HÏS mercy is on them that fear him / throughout all ge-ne-rä-tiöns. 

All   HE HÄTH showed strength with his arm; / he hath scattered the proud in the  

   imagi-na-tion öf   theirˆheärts. 
 

Cantor  HE HÄTH put down the mighty from their seat, / and hath exalted the hum-ble  

   änd mëek. 

All   HE HÄTH filled the hungry with good things; / and the rich he hath sent emp-ty ä- 

   wäy. 

 

Cantor  HE RË-membering his mer-cy / hath holpen his ser-vant Ïs-raˆël; 

All   AS HË promised to our fore-fa-thers, / Abraham and his seed for ëv-ër. 

 

Cantor  GLO-RŸ be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Hö-lyˆGhöst; 

All   AS ÏT was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out end. Ä-mën. 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 

and follow me. 
 

The Second Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED    
 

Lector  The Second Lesson is written in the Revelation of St John the Divine, in the  

  twenty-first chapter, beginning at the first verse.   

 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a 

great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be 

their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 



death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things 

are passed away. 
And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto 

me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha 

and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of 
the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and 

he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and 

whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the 

seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the 
Lamb’s wife. And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed 

me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory 

of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as 
crystal; and had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, 

and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 

on the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west 
three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the 

twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
 

 Lector    Here endeth the Second Lesson. 
 

A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON 
 

Nunc Dimittis 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) Come, O Lord, and visit us in peace: that we may join before thee with a 

perfect heart. 
 

 

Cantor  LÖRD, NÖW lettest thou thy ser-vantˆde-partˆin peace, / ac-cord-ing toˆthy wörd. 

All   FÖR MÏNE ëyes have seen / (-) thy sal-va-tïon,  
 

Cantor  WHÏCH THÖU häst pre-pared / before the face of all peo-plë; 

All   TÖ BË a light to light-enˆthe Gen-tiles, / and to be the glory of  thy peo-ple Isˆra-ël. 
 

Cantor  GLÖ-RŸ be to the Fa-ther,ˆand toˆthe Son, / and to the Hoˆly Ghöst;; 

All   ÄS ÏT was in the beginning, is now, and ev-er shall be, / world with-out end.  

   A-mën. 
 



 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

    Officiant  I believe in God 

    All  the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

  Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 

  The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 
  And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

  From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; 
  The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; 

 
 

Suffrages 
 

 
 

PLEASE KNEEL 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 V.  O Lord, show thy mercy up-on us; 

 R.  And grant us thy salva-tion. 

 V.  O Lord, save the Queen; 

 R.  And mercifully hear us when we call up-on thee. 

 V.  Endue thy ministers with righ-teousˆness; 

 R.  And make thy chosen people joy-ful. 

 V.  O Lord, save thy peo-ple; 

 R.  And bless thine inhe-riˆtance. 

 V.  Give peace in our time, O Lord; 

 R.  And evermore mightily defend us. 

 V.  O God, make clean our hearts with-in us; 

 R.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

The Collects 
 

Officiant    Renew in thy Church, we beseech thee, O Lord, the faith and courage of Saint  

        Ignatius, thy Martyr; that we may so burn with love toward thee as to care for  

        naught else but to do thy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and  
        reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
 

People        Amen. 
 



Antiphon (Cantor) O Adonai, and Leader of  the house of  Israel, who appearedst in the bush to 

Moses in the flame of  fire, and gavest him the law in Sinai: Come and redeem us with an 

outstretched arm. 
 

 
 

V. Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down the Just One. 

R. Let the earth open, and let them bring forth salva-tion. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Officiant    O LORD Jesu Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to  

        prepare thy way before thee: Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy  

        mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready thy way, by turning the  

        hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at thy second coming to  
        judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in thy sight;  
 

Officiant    ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness,  

        and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which  

        thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when  
        he shall come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the  

        dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth  

       with thee and the Holy Spirit, now and ever. 
 

People       Amen. 
 

Officiant    O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do  

        proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our  

        hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being  

        defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness;  
        through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

People        Amen. 
 

Officiant    Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend  

        us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our  

        Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

People        Amen.   
 

 
 



 
 

Officiant    May the souls + of the faithful through the mercy of God rest in peace.   

People        Amen. 
 

THEN SHALL ALL SAY SILENTLY THE FINAL LORD’S PRAYER, AFTER WHICH THE OFFICIANT SHALL SAY: 
 

Officiant    The Lord + give us his peace.   

People        And life everlasting. Amen. 
 
AND IMMEDIATELY THE FINAL ANTIPHON IS SAID. 

 



Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary PLEASE STAND   

 

The Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a short commemoration of the particular mystery 
contemplated in each season of the Church’s year, in this case, Our Lady’s (and our) joyful expectation of 

the birth in time and space of the eternally-begotten Son of God.   

Please silently contemplate the words of the Antiphon as it is sung by the Cantor, joining in the response 
to the versicle before the final Collect.   

 

Cantor   

Gracious Mother of our Redeemer, for ever abiding, 

Heaven’s gateway, and star of ocean, 

O succour the people, who, though falling, 

strive to rise again. 

Thou Maiden who barest thy holy Creator, 

to the wonder of all nature; 

Ever Virgin, after, as before thou receivedst that Ave from the mouth of Gabriel; 

Have compassion on us sinners. 

 

Officiant   The Angel of the Lord announced unto Ma-ry.   

 

All        And she conceived by the Holy Ghost.   

 

Officiant   Let us pray.   

 

       We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts: that, as we have known  
       the Incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an Angel; so by his  

       Cross and Passion we may be brought unto the glory of his Resurrection.   

       Through the same Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 

Officiant  May the divine + assistance remain with us always. 
 

People      And with our absent brothers and sisters.  Amen. 
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