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“BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD.” 
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BEFORE VESPERS BEGINS 

 

Before beginning the Office (the Church’s official Morning or Evening Prayer) it is useful both to try to bring ourselves into 
a state of recollected silence and to form our particular intention (the particular person or cause that is uppermost in our 

hearts) for which we wish to offer our prayer and worship.  The first of the following prayers, which may be said privately, 
asks God to draw us into such recollected silence; in it we ask God to silence our faculties and to help us to focus them 
entirely upon the task at hand – to praise and worship him and to hear his Word to us in the words of the Office.  The 

second prayer helps us form the general intention with which we should say all our prayers – that is, for the intentions of 
our Lord himself.   

 

Open my mouth, O Lord, to bless thy holy Name: cleanse my heart from all vain, evil, and 
wandering thoughts; enlighten my understanding and kindle my affections, that I may 

fittingly recite this Office with attention and devotion, and so may be meet to be heard before 

the presence of thy divine Majesty.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

O Lord, in union with that divine intention wherewith thou thyself didst offer thy praises to 
God while upon the earth, I now recite this Office to thee.  Amen. 
 

PLEASE OBSERVE A REVERENT SILENCE BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS,  
AND ENSURE THAT CELL PHONES ARE TURNED OFF DURING THE OFFICE. 

Order of Service 

PLEASE REMAIN KNEELING OR SEATED AS THE OFFICIANT ENTERS.  

PLEASE STAND WHEN THE OFFICIANT DOES SO.   
 

SOLEMN VESPERS 

Preces and Responses  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

The Psalmody   Psalm 106, Part 1 – Confitemini Domino. 
 

 
Cantor  O GIVE thanks unto the LORD, for he is gra-cious, / (PLEASE BE SEATED) and  

   his mercy endur-eth för ev-er. 

All   Who can express the noble acts of  the LORD, / or show förth all hisˆpraise? 

 

Cantor  Blessèd are they that keep judge-ment, / and al-way dö righ-teousˆness. 

All   Remember me, O LORD, according to the favour that thou bearest unto thy  

   peo-ple: / O visit me with thy säl-va-tion; 
 

Cantor  That I may see the felicity of  thy cho-sen, / and rejoice in the gladness of  thy  

   people, and give thanks with thine ïn-he-riˆtance. 

All   We have sinned with our fa-thers; / we have done amiss and dëalt wick-edˆly. 

 

Cantor  When our fathers were in E-gypt, / they regarded not thÿ won-ders; 

All   They kept not thy great goodness in re-mem-brance, / but were disobedient at the  

   sea, even at thë Red Sea. 
 

Cantor  Nevertheless, he helped them for his Name’s sake, / that he might make his pöwer  

   to beˆknown. 

All   He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was dried up; / so he led them through the  

   deep as through ä wil-derˆness. 
 

Cantor  And he saved them from the adversa-ry’s hand, / and delivered them from the hand  

   of thë en-eˆmy. 

All   As for those that troubled them, the waters over-whelmed them; / there was not  

   onë of  themˆleft. 
 

Cantor  Then believed they his words, / and sang präise un-toˆhim. 

All   But within a while they forgat his works, / and would not a-bide hïs coun-sel. 

 

Cantor  But lust came upon them in the wil-der-ness, / and they tempted God in thë des- 

   ert. 

All   And he gave them their de-sire, / but sent leanness with-al ïn-to theirˆsoul. 



 
Cantor  They envied Moses also in the tents, / and Aaron the säint of  theˆLORD. 

All   So the earth opened, and swallowed up Da-than, / and covered the congregation  

   of Ä-bi-ram. 
 

Cantor  And the fire was kindled in their com-pa-ny: /  

All   the flame burnt up the ün-god-ly. 

 

Cantor  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to thë Ho-lyˆGhost; 

All   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out ënd. A-men. 
 

 Psalm 106, Part 2 – Fecerunt vitulum. 
 

 
 

Cantor  IS-RA-el made a calf  in Ho-reb, / and worshipped the mol-tën im-age. 

All   Thus they changed their Glo-ry / for the likeness of  a calf thät eat-ethˆhay. 

 

Cantor  And they forgat God their Sa-viour, / who had done so great things ïn E-gypt, 

All   Wondrous works in the land of Ham, / and fearful things by thë Red Sea. 

 

Cantor  So he said he would have destroyed them, had not Moses his chosen stood before  

   him in the gap, / to turn away his wrathful indignation, lest he should dës-troy  
   them. 

All   Yea, they thought scorn of  that plea-sant land, / and gave no cre-dence ün-to  

   hisˆword; 

 

Cantor  But murmured in their tents, / and hearkened not unto the voice öf  the LORD. 

All   Then lift he up his hand and sware to them, / that he would overthrow them in thë  

   wil-derˆness, 

 

Cantor  And that he would scatter their seed among the na-tions, / and dis-perse thëm in  

   theˆlands. 

All   They joined themselves also unto Baal-pe-or, / and ate the of-fer-ïngs of  theˆdead. 
 

 



 
Cantor  Thus they provoked him to anger with their own in-ven-tions; / and the plague  

   broke out ä-mong them. 

All   Then stood up Phinehas and executed judge-ment, / and so thë plague ceased. 

 

Cantor  And that was counted unto him for righ-teous-ness, / unto all genera-tions för  

   ev-erˆmore. 

All   They angered him also at the Waters of Strife, / so that it went ill with Mo-sës for  

   theirˆsakes; 

 

Cantor  Because they provoked his spi-rit, / so that he spake unadvised-ly wïth his lips. 

All   They did not destroy the peo-ples, / as the LORD cöm-mand-edˆthem; 

 

Cantor  But were mingled among the na-tions, / (-) and leärned their works. 

All   Insomuch that they worshipped their idols, which turned to their own de-cay: / yea,  

   they offered their sons and their daughters un-tö de-mons; 
 

Cantor  And shed innocent blood, even the blood of  their sons and of  their daugh-ters, /  

   whom they offered unto the idols of  Canaan; and the land was dë-filed withˆblood. 

All   Thus were they stained with their own works, / and went a whoring with their own  

   ïn-ven-tions. 
 

Cantor  Therefore was the wrath of  the LORD kindled against his peo-ple, / insomuch that  

   he abhorred his own ïn-he-riˆtance. 

All   And he gave them over into the hand of  the na-tions; / and they that hated them  

   were lörds o-verˆthem. 
 

Cantor  Their enemies op-pressed them, / and had them in süb-jec-tion. 

All   Many a time did he deliv-er them; / but they rebelled against him with their own  

   inventions, and were brought down in thëir wick-edˆness. 
 

Cantor  Nevertheless, he regarded their adver-si-ty, / when he hëard their comˆplaint. 

All   For their sake he thought upon his co-ve-nant, / and relented according to the  

   multitude of hïs mer-cies. 
 

Cantor  Yea, he made them also to be pi-tied / by all those that led them a-wäy cap-tive. 

All   Deliver us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the na-tions, / that we  

   may give thanks unto thy holy Name, and make our boäst of  thyˆpraise. 
 



 
Cantor  Blessed be the LORD, the God of  Israel, from everlasting and world with-out  

  end: / (PLEASE STAND) 

All   and let all the peo-ple säy, ‘A-men.’ 

Cantor  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to thë Ho-lyˆGhost; 

All   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out ënd. A-men. 
 

The First Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

Lector  The First Lesson is written in the Jesus the Son of Sirach, or Ecclesiasticus, in  

  the fifteenth chapter, beginning at the eleventh verse.   
 

Say not thou, It is through the Lord that I fell away: for thou oughtest not to do the things 

that he hateth. Say not thou, He hath caused me to err: for he hath no need of the sinful man. 
The Lord hateth all abomination; and they that fear God love it not. He himself made man 

from the beginning, and left him in the hand of his counsel; if thou wilt, to keep the 

commandments, and to perform acceptable faithfulness. He hath set fire and water before 
thee: stretch forth thy hand unto whether thou wilt. Before man is life and death; and 

whether him liketh shall be given him. For the wisdom of the Lord is great, and he is mighty 

in power, and beholdeth all things: and his eyes are upon them that fear him, and he 
knoweth every work of man. He hath commanded no man to do wickedly, neither hath he 

given any man licence to sin. 

  

Lector    Here endeth the First Lesson. 
 

A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON 

 

 



Office Hymn PLEASE STAND 
 

 

 

 
V. Let our evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord. 

R. And let thy mercy come down on us. 
 

Magnificat 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) Thou that upholdest. 
 

 

Cantor  MY SÖUL doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Sä- 

   viour. 

All   FOR HË hath re-gard-ed / the lowliness of  his hand-mäid-en. 

 

Cantor  FOR BË-hold, from hence-forth / all generations shall call me blëss-ed. 

All   FOR HË that is mighty hath magni-fied me; / and ho-ly ïs hisˆName. 

 



Cantor  AND HÏS mercy is on them that fear him / throughout all ge-ne-rä-tions. 

All   HE HÄTH showed strength with his arm; / he hath scattered the proud in the  

   imagi-na-tion öf   theirˆhearts. 
 

Cantor  HE HÄTH put down the mighty from their seat, / and hath exalted the hum-ble  

   änd meek. 

All   HE HÄTH filled the hungry with good things; / and the rich he hath sent emp-ty ä- 

   way. 

 

Cantor  HE RË-membering his mer-cy / hath holpen his ser-vant Ïs-raˆel; 

All   AS HË promised to our fore-fa-thers, / Abraham and his seed for ëv-er. 
 

Cantor  GLO-RŸ be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Hö-lyˆGhost; 

All   AS ÏT was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out end.  

  Ä-men. 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) Thou that upholdest the throne of the heavens and beholdest the depths, O 

Lord, King of kings; that weighest the mountains and holdest the earth in the hollow of thine 

hand: give ear, O Lord, unto us, in the midst of our groanings. 
 

The Second Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED  
 

Lector  The Second Lesson is written in the Acts of the Apostles, in the eight chapter,  

  beginning at the twenty-sixth verse.   
 

And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the 

way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.  And he arose and went: 
and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the 

Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to 

worship, was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet.  Then the Spirit 
said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.  And Philip ran thither to him, and 

heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest?  And he 

said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would 
come up and sit with him.  The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a 

sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: 
in his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his 

life is taken from the earth.  And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom 

speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?  Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.  And as they went on their 

way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth 



hinder me to be baptized?  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou 

mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  And he 
commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip 

and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  And when they were come up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his 
way rejoicing.  But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the 

cities, till he came to Caesarea. 
 

 Lector    Here endeth the Second Lesson. 

 
A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON 

 

Nunc Dimittis 
 
Antiphon (Cantor) Preserve us. 
 

 

Cantor  LORD, NOW lettest thou thy ser-vant deˆpart ïn peace, / according to thy wörd. 

All   (-) For mine eyes häve seen / thy sal-va-tiön, 
 

Cantor  (-) Which thou hast prë-pared / before the face of  all peo-plë; 

All   TO BE a light to light-en the Gën-tiles, / and to be the glory of  thy peo-ple Isˆra-ël. 
 

Cantor  GLO-RY be to the Father, and to thë Son, / and to the Hoˆly Ghöst; 

All   AS IT was in the beginning, is now, and ev-er shäll be, / world without end. A-mën. 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

    Officiant  I believe in God 

    All  the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

  Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 



  The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 

  And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
  From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; 

  The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; 

 
 

Suffrages 
 

 
PLEASE KNEEL 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 



 
 V.  O Lord, show thy mercy up-on us; 

 R.  And grant us thy salva-tion. 

 V.  O Lord, save the Queen; 

 R.  And mercifully hear us when we call up-on thee. 

 V.  Endue thy ministers with righ-teousˆness; 

 R.  And make thy chosen people joy-ful. 

 V.  O Lord, save thy peo-ple; 

 R.  And bless thine inhe-riˆtance. 

 V.  Give peace in our time, O Lord; 

 R.  And evermore mightily defend us. 

 V.  O God, make clean our hearts with-in us; 

 R.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

The Collects 
 

Officiant    STIR up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they,  

        plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously  

        rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and  

        the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
 

People       Amen. 
 

Officiant    O GOD, who as on this day didst cause the blessed virgin Saint Cecilia to attain  

        unto the heavenly palm of martyrdom: Grant us, we beseech thee, so to follow her  
        example that we may be accounted worthy to be joined unto the choir of them that  

        rest not day and night from thy perfect service; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who  
        liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
 

People       Amen. 
 

Officiant    O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do  

        proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our  

        hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being  

        defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness;  
        through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

People        Amen. 
 

Officiant    Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend  

        us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our  

        Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

People        Amen.   
 



 
 

 
 

Officiant    May the souls + of the faithful through the mercy of God rest in peace.   

People        Amen. 
 

THEN SHALL ALL SAY SILENTLY THE FINAL LORD’S PRAYER, AFTER WHICH THE OFFICIANT SHALL SAY: 
 

Officiant    The Lord + give us his peace.   

People        And life everlasting. Amen. 
 
AND IMMEDIATELY THE FINAL ANTIPHON IS SAID. 

 



Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary PLEASE STAND   

 

The Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a short commemoration of a particular mystery of 
the Church’s Faith, which varies with the season of the Church’s year. Please silently contemplate the 

words of the Antiphon as it is sung by the Cantor, joining in the response to the versicle before the final 
Collect. 
 

 

Cantor 

Mary, we hail thee, 

Mother and Queen compassionate; 
Mary, our comfort, 

life, and hope, we hail thee. 
To thee we exiles, children of Eve, 

lift our crying. 

To thee we are sighing, 
as mournful and weeping, 

we pass through this vale of sorrow. Turn thou, therefore, 

O our intercessor, 
those thine eyes of pity and loving-kindness upon us sinners. 

Hereafter, when our earthly exile shall be ended, 

show us Jesus, the blessed fruit of thy womb. 
O gentle, O tender, O gracious Virgin Mary. 

 
Officiant  Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 
 

People      That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

Officiant  Let us pray.   
 

     Almighty and everlasting God, who by the co-operation of the Holy Ghost, didst  

     prepare the body and soul of the glorious Virgin Mother Mary to become an  
     habitation meet for thy Son; grant that as we rejoice in her commemoration, we  

      may be delivered by her loving intercession from our present evils and from eternal  

      death. Through the same Christ our Lord.   
 

 
 

Officitant  May the divine assistance remain with us always.   
 

People      And with our absent brothers and sisters.  Amen. 





 

 
 

St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church 
509 Dundas Street East (just east of Parliament Street) 

Toronto, Ontario, M5A 3V3 
Tel: 416-368-9180 

Email: stbartsanglican@gmail.com 
Website: www.stbartstoronto.ca 

Vicar: The Reverend Dr Walter Hannam   
Mobile: 647-208-1645 

 

ST BARTHOLOMEW’S IS A MINISTRY IN COLLABORATION WITH ST JAMES CATHEDRAL 

 

 


