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ST BARTHOLOMEW’S IS A MINISTRY IN COLLABORATION WITH ST JAMES CATHEDRAL 





BEFORE VESPERS BEGINS 

 

Before beginning the Office (the Church’s official Morning or Evening Prayer) it is useful both to try to bring ourselves into 
a state of recollected silence and to form our particular intention (the particular person or cause that is uppermost in our 

hearts) for which we wish to offer our prayer and worship.  The first of the following prayers, which may be said privately, 
asks God to draw us into such recollected silence; in it we ask God to silence our faculties and to help us to focus them 

entirely upon the task at hand – to praise and worship him and to hear his Word to us in the words of the Office.  The 
second prayer helps us form the general intention with which we should say all our prayers – that is, for the intentions of 

our Lord himself.   
 

Open my mouth, O Lord, to bless thy holy Name: cleanse my heart from all vain, evil, and 

wandering thoughts; enlighten my understanding and kindle my affections, that I may 
fittingly recite this Office with attention and devotion, and so may be meet to be heard before 

the presence of thy divine Majesty.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
O Lord, in union with that divine intention wherewith thou thyself didst offer thy praises to 

God while upon the earth, I now recite this Office to thee. 
 

PLEASE OBSERVE A REVERENT SILENCE BEFORE THE SERVICE BEGINS,  
AND ENSURE THAT CELL PHONES ARE TURNED OFF DURING THE OFFICE. 

Order of Service 

PLEASE REMAIN KNEELING OR SEATED AS THE OFFICIANT ENTERS.  

PLEASE STAND WHEN THE OFFICIANT DOES SO.   
 

SOLEMN VESPERS 

Preces and Responses  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

The Psalmody   
 

Antiphon (Cantor) This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
 

 Psalm 41 – Beatus qui intelligit. 
 

 

Cantor  BLESS-ED is he that considereth the poor and need-y; /(PLEASE BE SEATED)  

    the LORD shall deliver him in the time of  trou-ble. 

All   The LORD preserve him, and keep him alive, that he may be blessed in the land; /  

   and deliver not thou him into the will of his en-eˆmies. 
 

Cantor  The LORD comfort him when he lieth sick up-on hisˆbed; / thou makest all his bed  

   in his sick-ness. 

All   I said, 'Lord, be merciful un-toˆme; / heal my soul, for I have sinned a-gainst thee.' 
 

Cantor  Mine enemies speak evil of  me, / saying, 'When shall he die, and his name per-ish?' 

All   And if  he come to see me, he speaketh van-iˆty, / and his heart conceiveth falsehood  

   within himself, and when he goeth forth he tell-ethˆit. 
 

Cantor  All mine enemies whisper together a-gainst me; / even against me do they ima-gine  

   this e-vil. 

All   'Some deadly thing', say they, 'hath laid hold up-on him; / and now that he lieth, he  

   shall rise up noˆmore.' 
 

Cantor  Yea, even mine own familiar friend, whom I trust-ed, / who did also eat of  my  

   bread, hath lift up his heel a-gainst me. 

All   But be thou merciful unto me, OˆLORD; / raise thou me up, and I shall re-ward them. 

 

Cantor  By this I know thou favourest me, / that mine enemy doth not tri-umph a-gainst me. 

All   And as for me, because of  mine innocency thou hast up-held me, / and hast set me  

   before thy face for ev-er, 



 

Cantor  Blessèd be the LORD, the God of  Is-raˆel, /  

All   world without end. A-men and A-men. 

 

Cantor  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Ho-lyˆGhost; /  

All   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out end. A-men. 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. 

 

Antiphon (Cantor) In your patience possess ye your souls. 
 

 Psalm 43 – Judica me, Deus. 
 

 
Cantor  GIVE SEN-tence for me, O Gŏd, and defend my cause against an ungodly peo- 

   ple; / O deliver me from the deceitful and wickˆed man. 

All   For thou art the God of  my strěngth; why hast thou put me from thee? / and why  

   go I so heavily, while the enemy op-pressˆeth më? 
 

Cantor  O send out thy light and thy truth, that they may lead me, / and bring me unto thy  

   holy hill, and to thy dwel-ling; 

All   And that I may go unto the altar of  Gŏd, even unto the God of  my joy and glad- 

   ness; / and upon the harp will I give thanks unto thee, O God, ˆmy God. 
 

Cantor  Why art thou so heavy, O my soul? / and why art thou so disquieted with-in me? 

All   O put thy trust in Gŏd, for I will yet give him thanks, / (PLEASE STAND) who is the  

   help of  my counte-nance, andˆmy God. 
 

Cantor  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Hoˆly Ghost; 

All   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end. A-men. 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) In your patience possess ye your souls. 
 

 



The First Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

Lector  The Lesson is written in the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, in the fifty-fifth  

  chapter, beginning at the first verse.   
 

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 

buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  Wherefore 

do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? 
hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in 

fatness.  Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make 

an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.  Behold, I have given him 
for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people.  Behold, thou shalt call a 

nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of 

the Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.   
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked 

forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and 

he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.  For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 

than your thoughts.  For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth 
not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 

the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it 

shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it.  For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the 

mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field 

shall clap their hands.  Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier 
shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign 

that shall not be cut off. 
 

Lector    Here endeth the First Lesson. 
 

A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON 
 

 



Office Hymn PLEASE STAND 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
V. Their sound is gone out into all lands. 

R. And their words to the ends of the world. 
 

 



Magnificat  
 

Antiphon (Cantor) They will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their 

synagogues; and ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony 
against them and the Gentiles. 
 

 

Cantor  MY SÖUL doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Sä- 

   vïour. 

All   FOR HË hath re-gard-ed / the lowliness of  his hand-mäid-ën. 

 

Cantor  FOR BË-hold, from hence-forth / all generations shall call me blëss-ëd. 

All   FOR HË that is mighty hath magni-fied me; / and ho-ly ïs hisˆNäme. 

 

Cantor  AND HÏS mercy is on them that fear him / throughout all ge-ne-rä-tïons. 

All   HE HÄTH showed strength with his arm; / he hath scattered the proud in the  

   imagin-a-tion öf  theirˆhëarts. 
 

Cantor  HE HÄTH put down the mighty from their seat, / and hath exalted the hum-ble  

  änd mëek. 

All   HE HÄTH filled the hungry with good things; / and the rich he hath sent emp-ty ä- 

   wäy. 
 

Cantor  HE RË-membering his mer-cy / hath holpen his ser-vant Ïs-raˆël; 

All   AS HË promised to our fore-fa-thers, / Abraham and his seed for ëv-ër. 

 

Cantor  GLO-RŸ be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Hö-lyˆGhöst; 

All   AS ÏT was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world with-out end. Ä-mën. 
 

Antiphon (Cantor) They will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their 

synagogues; and ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony 
against them and the Gentiles. 
 

The Second Lesson PLEASE BE SEATED    
 

Lector  The Second Lesson is written in the Gospel according to S. Luke, in the first  

  chapter, beginning at the first verse.   
 

Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things 

which are most surely believed among us, even as they delivered them unto us, which from 
the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; it seemed good to me also, 

having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order,  



most excellent Theophilus, that thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein 

thou hast been instructed. 
 

 Lector    Here endeth the Second Lesson. 

 
A SHORT PERIOD OF SILENCE WILL BE OBSERVED FOLLOWING THE LESSON 

 

Nunc Dimittis 
 
Antiphon (Cantor) Preserve us. 

 

Cantor  LORD, NOW lettest thou thy ser-vant deˆpart ïn peace, / according to thy wörd. 

All   (-) For mine eyes häve seen / thy sal-va-tiön, 
 

Cantor  (-) Which thou hast prë-pared / before the face of  all peo-plë; 

All   TO BE a light to light-en the Gën-tiles, / and to be the glory of  thy peo-ple Isˆra-ël. 

 

Cantor  GLO-RY be to the Father, and to thë Son, / and to the Hoˆly Ghöst; 

All   AS IT was in the beginning, is now, and ev-er shäll be, / world without end. A-mën. 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

    Officiant  I believe in God 

    All  the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

  Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 

  The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 
  And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

  From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; 
  The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; 



 
 

Suffrages 
 

 
PLEASE KNEEL 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 V.  O Lord, show thy mercy up-on us; 

 R.  And grant us thy salva-tion. 

 V.  O Lord, save the Queen; 

 R.  And mercifully hear us when we call up-on thee. 

 V.  Endue thy ministers with righ-teousˆness; 

 R.  And make thy chosen people joy-ful. 

 V.  O Lord, save thy peo-ple; 

 R.  And bless thine inhe-riˆtance. 

 V.  Give peace in our time, O Lord; 

 R.  And evermore mightily defend us. 

 V.  O God, make clean our hearts with-in us; 

 R.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

The Collects 
 

Officiant    ALMIGHTY God, who calledst Luke the Physician, whose praise is in the  

        Gospel, to be an Evangelist, and Physician of the soul: May it please thee that, by  

        the wholesome medicines of the doctrine delivered by him, all the diseases of our  

        souls may be healed; through the merits of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who  
        liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 

 

People       Amen. 
 

Officiant    O GOD, forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee: Mercifully  

        grant, that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; 

 

Officiant    O GOD, who didst call thy servant Etheldreda from an earthly throne that she  

        might advance thy heavenly kingdom: Mercifully grant that we who  
        commemorate her faith may be fruitful in good works, and attain to the crown of  

        peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the  

        Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
 

People       Amen. 
 

Officiant    O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do  

        proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our  

        hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being  

        defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness;  
        through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

People        Amen. 
 

Officiant    Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend  

        us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our  



        Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

People        Amen.   
 

 
 

 
 

Officiant    May the souls + of the faithful through the mercy of God rest in peace.   

People        Amen. 
 

THEN SHALL ALL SAY SILENTLY THE FINAL LORD’S PRAYER, AFTER WHICH THE OFFICIANT SHALL SAY: 
 

Officiant    The Lord + give us his peace.   

People        And life everlasting. Amen. 
 
AND IMMEDIATELY THE FINAL ANTIPHON IS SAID. 



Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary PLEASE STAND   

 

The Final Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a short commemoration of a particular mystery of 
the Church’s Faith, which varies with the season of the Church’s year. Please silently contemplate the 

words of the Antiphon as it is sung by the Cantor, joining in the response to the versicle before the final 
Collect. 
 

 

Cantor 

Mary, we hail thee, 

Mother and Queen compassionate; 

Mary, our comfort, 
life, and hope, we hail thee. 

To thee we exiles, children of Eve, 

lift our crying. 
To thee we are sighing, 

as mournful and weeping, 

we pass through this vale of sorrow. Turn thou, therefore, 
O our intercessor, 

those thine eyes of pity and loving-kindness upon us sinners. 

Hereafter, when our earthly exile shall be ended, 
show us Jesus, the blessed fruit of thy womb. 

O gentle, O tender, O gracious Virgin Mary. 

 
Officiant  Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 
 

People      That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

Officiant  Let us pray.   
 

     Almighty and everlasting God, who by the co-operation of the Holy Ghost, didst  

     prepare the body and soul of the glorious Virgin Mother Mary to become an  
     habitation meet for thy Son; grant that as we rejoice in her commemoration, we  

      may be delivered by her loving intercession from our present evils and from eternal  

      death. Through the same Christ our Lord.   
 

 
 

Officitant  May the divine + assistance remain with us always.   
 

People      And with our absent brothers and sisters.  Amen. 
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